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WHAT IS THE CEAS ?
the council of european aerospace societies (ceas) is an International
non-Profit asso ciation, with the aim to develop a framework within which
the major aerospace societies in europe can work together.
It presently comprises twelve full  Member socie ties: 3af (france), aIae
(spain), aIdaa (Italy), dGlr (Germany), ftf (sweden), haes (Greece),
nVvl (netherlands), Psaa (Poland), aaar (romania), raes (united
Kingdom), sVfw (switzerland), tsaGI (russia); one associate Member:
czaes (czech republic); and four corporate Members: esa, euroaVIa,
laeta (Portugal) and VKI (Belgium).
following its establishment as a legal entity conferred under Belgium law,
this association began its operations on January 1st, 2007.
Its basic mission is to add value at a european level to the wide range of
services provided by the constituent Member societies, allowing for
 greater dialogue between the latter and the european institutions,
 governments, aerospace and defence industries and academia.
the ceas is governed by a Board of trustees, with representatives of
each of the Member societies.

Its Head Office is located in Belgium: 
c/o DLR – Rue du Trône 98 – 1050 Brussels.
www.ceas.org

WHAT DOES CEAS 
OFFER YOU ?
KnowledGe transfer:
• a well-found structure for technical committees

hIGh-leVel euroPean conferences

• technical pan-european events dealing with specific disciplines and
the broader technical aspects

• the ceas european air and space conferences: every two years, 
a technical oriented confe rence, and alternating every two years also,
a Public Policy & strategy oriented conference 

PuBlIcatIons:
• Position/discussion papers on key issues
• ceas aeronautical Journal 
• ceas space Journal
• ceas Quarterly Bulletin
• aerospace events calendar – www.aerospace-events.eu

relatIonshIPs at a euroPean leVel:
• european commission 
• european Parliament
• asd (aerospace and defence Industries association of europe), easa

(european aviation safety agency), eda (european defence agency),
esa (european space agency),  eurocontrol

• other european organisations

euroPean ProfessIonal recoGnItIon:
• directory of european Professionals

honours and awards:
• annual ceas Gold Medal to recognize outstanding achievement
• Medals in technical areas to recognize achievement

YounG ProfessIonal aerosPace foruM

sPonsorInG

THE CEAS 
MANAGEMENT
BOARD

It Is structured as  follows:

• General functions:  President, director
General, finance, external relations &
Publications, awards and Membership.

• two technical Branches:
– aeronautics Branch
– space Branch

each of these two Branches, composed of
specialized technical committees, is placed
under the authority of a dedicated chairman.

the offIcers of the Board In 2015:

President: fred abbink
f.j.abbink@planet.nl

Vice-President, finance: cornelia hillenherms
cornelia.hillenherms@dglr.de

Vice-President, Publications and external
relations: Pierre Bescond
pierre.bescond@laposte.net

Vice-President, awards and Membership: 
Kaj lundahl
klundahl@bredband.net

director General (including financial
Management): Mercedes oliver herrero
mercedes.oliver@military.airbus.com

chairman of the aeronautics Branch:
christophe hermans
christophe.hermans@dnw.aero

chairman of the space Branch: 
constantinos stavrinidis
constantinos.stavrinidis@esa.int

chairman of the Programme coordination
committee: Pierre Bescond
pierre.bescond@laposte.net

editor-in-chief of the ceas Quarterly Bulletin:
Jean-Pierre sanfourche
jpsanfourche@dbmail.com

Quarterly Bulletin, design & Page setting:
sophie Bougnon
sophie.bougnon1@sfr.fr
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CEAS MEMBER SOCIETIES

CEAS MEMBER SOCIETIES: FULL, ASSOCIATE, CORPORATE

FULL MEMBERS:

Association Aéronautique 
et Astronautique de France (3AF)
6,rue Galilée – f-75016 Paris
tel.: + 33(0) 1 56 64 12 30 – www.3af.fr
President: Michel scheller
General Delegate: Jacques sauvaget 
jacques.sauvaget@aaaf.asso.fr
Secretary General: Gilles Marcoin
CEAS Trustees: Pierre Bescond 
pierre.bescond@laposte.net
and Jacques sauvaget 
Executive Secretary : anne Venables
secr.exec@aaaf.asso.fr
Event Coordination: alexa faucher
alexa.faucher@aaaf.asso.fr
sophie Videment: sophie.videment@aaaf.asso.fr

Asociación de Ingenieros Aeronáuticos
de España (AIAE)
coIae. francisco silvela 71, entreplanta
28250 Madrid (spain)
tel.: + 34 91 745 30 30 
ceas@coiae.es - www.coiae.es
President: Ms estefania Matesanz romero
Vice-President: Mrs Mercedes oliver-herrero
Mercedes.oliver@military.airbus.com
CEAS Trustees: Mrs Mercedes oliver-herrero
Ms estafenia Matesanz romero
Secretary: info@coiae.es

Associazione Italiana di Aeronautica e
Astronautica (AIDAA)
casella Postale 227 – I-00187 roma V.r.
tel / fax : + 39 06 883 46 460
info@aidaa.it – www.aidaa.it
President: Prof. leonardo lecce
leonardo.lecce@unina.it
Secretary General: Prof. cesari cardani
info@aidaa.it
CEAS Trustees: 
Prof. franco Persiani - università di Bologna
Via fontanelle 40 – I - 47 121 forli
franco.persiani@unibo.it
Prof. amalia ercoli finzi
Politecnico di Milano – Via la Masa 34
I - 20156 Milano
amalia.finzi@polimi.it
Secretary: daniela Vinazzza 
daniel@aidaa.it

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Luft-und
Raumfahrt Lilienthal-Oberth e.V. (DGLR)
Godesberger allee 70 – d- 53175 Bonn
tel.: + 49 228 30 80 50
info@dglr.de – www.dglr.de
President: Prof. rolf henke: rolf.henke@dlr.de
CEAS Trustees: dr cornelia hillenherms
cornelia.hillenherms@dlr.de
and Philip nickenig - philip.nickenig@dglr.de 
Secretary General: Philip nickenig 
Adm. Assistant: constantin rang
constantin.rang@dglr.de

Flygtekniska Föreningen (FTF) – Swedish
Society for Aeronautics and Astronautics
anna rathsman - ssc c/o rymdbolaget 
Box 4207 – se-171 04 solna
tel: +46-8-627 62 62
anna.rathsman@sscspace.com
President: captain roland Karlsson
st - Persgatan 29 5tr, se - 602 33 norrköping 
tel.: + 46(0)11 345 25 16
Mob.:+ 46 (0)705 38 58 06
rkrolandk@gmail.com
CEAS Trustees: – Kaj lundahl
wiboms väg 9 • se - 171 60 solna
klundahl@bredband.net
+46 8 270 264 – +46 703 154 969 (mob)

– Prof. Petter Krus : linköping university
se - 58183  linköping – petter.krus@liu.se
+46 13 282 792 – +46 708 282 792 (mob)
Secretary:
emil Vinterhav – sankt Göransgatan 135  
se-112 19 stockholm – tel.: +46 70 555 1869  
emil.vinterhav@gmail.com

Hellenic Aeronautical Engineers Society
(HAES)
3, Karitsi str. 10561 – Gr-10561 athens
Phone & fax (haes): +30-210 - 323 - 9158
working hours Phone:+30 22620-52334
Mob.:+30 697 997 7209
e-mail (haes): admin@haes.gr
President: Ioannis Vakrakos
vakrakos@otenet.gr
CEAS Trustees:
triantafyllos (akis) tsitinidis
ttsitinidis@haicorp.com
tony economopoulos – ae@otenet.gr

Nederlandse Vereniging voor
Luchtvaart techniek (NVvL)
c/o national aerospace laboratory
anthony fokkerweg 2 
nl- 1059 cM amsterdam
tel.: + 31 527 248 523 (secretariat)   
nvvl@nlr.nl – www. nvvl.org 
President and CEAS Trustee:
fred abbink – f.j.abbink@planet.nl
Secretary General and CEAS Trustee:
christophe hermans 
tel.: 31 527 248523
christophe.hermans@dnw.aero 

Polish Society of Aeronautics and
Astronautics (PSAA)
nowowiejska 24 – 00665 warsaw – Poland
President: Zdobyslaw Goraj
goraj@meil.pw.edu.pl
Phone: +48 - 22 - 685 1013
CEAS Trustees: Jacek rokicki
jack@meil.pw.edu.pl
Miroslaw rodzewicz – miro@meil.pw.edu.pl
General Secretary: andrzej Zyluk
Administrative Officer: agneszka wnuczek

Romanian Aeronautical & Astronautical
Association (AAAR)
220d Iuliu Maniu ave - 061126 Bucharest 6 -
romania, P.o. 76, P.o.B. 174 – www.comoti.ro 
President and CEAS Trustee : Valentin
silivestru valentin.silivestru@comoti.ro
CEAS Tustee: Ion fuiorea < ifuiorea@yahoo.com

Royal Aeronautical Society(RAeS)
no.4 hamilton Place – london
w1 J  7 BQ – united Kingdom
tel.:+ 44(0)20 76 70 4300
raes@aerosociety.com
www.aerosociety.com
President: air cdre Bill tyack
CEAS Trustees: emma Bossom
emma.bossom@aerosociety.com
david chinn – david.chinn@aerosociety.com
Chief Executive: simon luxmoore
tel.:+44(0)20 7670 4302
simon.luxmoore@aerosociety.com
Conf.&Events Manager: richard nicoll
conference@aerosociety.com

Schweizerische Vereinigung für
Flugwissenschaften/Swiss Association 
of Aeronautical Sciences (SVFW)
ruaG/aviation – seetalstrasse 175
Po Box 301 – ch-6032 emmen
tel.:+41 41 268 4049
www.svfw.ch

President and CEAS Trustee: dr Jürg wildi,
cto of ruaG – juerg.wildi@ruag.com
CEAS Trustee: dr Georges Bridel
a/o alr – Gotthardstr. 52 – ch-8002 Zurich
tel.: + 41 79 405 7645
georgesbridel@aol.com
georges.bridel@alr-aerospace.ch

Central Aerohydrodynamic Institute
Russian Aerospace Society (TsAGI)
1, Zhukovsky st. – Zhukovsky, Moskow region,
140 180, russian federation
tel.: +7(495) 556 - 41- 01
Chief Executive and CEAS Trustee: 
sergey l. chernyshev, d.sc.
ved@tsagi.ru – www.tsagi.com
CEAS Trustee: andrey shustov – shustov@tsagi.ru

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Associate Member: Czech Aeronautical
Society (CzAeS) 
faculty of Mechanical engineering/ 
dept aerospace
Karlovo namésti 13–121 35 Praha 2 (czech rep.)
Head of Department of Air Transport: 
daniel hanus – hanus@fd.cvut.cz
www.czaes.org

CORPORATE MEMBERS:

ESA
8-10, rue Mario nikis - f-75015 Paris
CEAS Trustees: constantinos stavrinidis 
www.esa.int

EUROAVIA 

Kluyverweg 1 - 2629 hs, delft, nl
President and CEAS Trustee: horatiu Goanta
EUROAVIA Representative: Jacqueline chindea
jacqueline.chindea@euroavia.eu 
Phone: +40 743 00 1578 – www.euroavia.eu

LAETA (Portugal)
CEAS Representative: Pr l.B. campos
ave rovisco Pais - lisboa
www.idmec.ist.utl.pt/laeta/

VKI (Belgium)
CEAS Trustees: dr tony arts 
chaussée de waterloo, 72 - B- 1640 rhode-st-
Genèse - www.vki.ac.be arts@vki.ac.be

SOCIETIES HAVING SIGNED A MOU WITH CEAS:

Académie de l'Air et de l'Espace (AAE)
1, avenue camille flammarion – f-31500 toulouse
www.academie-air-espace.com

American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics (AIAA)
1801 alexander Bell drive, reston, Va 20191
megans@aiaa.org – www.aiaa.org

Chinese Society of Astronautics (CSA)
Po Box 838 – 10830 Beijing, china (Prc)
Pr wang Jia – csa_space@yahoo.com.cn
www.csaspace.org.cn/

International Council of the
Aeronautical Sciences (ICAS)
President: dr-Ing. detlef Müller-wiesner
executive secretary: axel Probst
c/o dGlr – Godesberger allee 70 – d- 53175 Bonn
icas@icas.org – www.icas.org

Korean Society for Aeronautical and
Space Sciences (KSAS)
Prof. seung Jo Kim – Prof. In-seuck Jeung
enjis@snu.ac.kr – sjkim@snu.ac.kr
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EDITORIAL
TOWARDS MORE ELECTRICAL AIRCRAFT

On 3-5 february 2015, took place in toulouse (france)

the third european ‘towards More electrical aircraft’

conference organized by 3af/toulouse and see/

Bordeaux-aquitaine. this subject being of highest impor-

tance in the present context of the energetic transition pro-

cess and of the imperious necessity for aviation to be gree-

ner and greener, a large part of this bulletin is dedicated to

this conference, summarizing the presentations and high-

lighting the main conclusions.

a number of quite significant technical progresses are

being performed but it is evident that the main obstacle

rests in the electrical power generation field, more parti-

cularly the electrical energy storage. 

this is the reason why a long time will be necessary

before the motto ‘towards More electrical aircraft’ can

become ‘towards all electrical aircraft’! however there is

no doubt that soon or late the genius of the scientist and

technology researchers will triumph in the end. 

one of the last recommendations expressed at the
conference was that the subject ‘towards More electrical
aircraft’ will impose more and more international
exchanges. Personally paying great attention to the life of
the wonderful ‘solar Impulse’ exploratory adventure, 
I would like to express the necessity I feel for a closer
cooperation between industry and ‘solar Impulse’ team.
solar Impulse project was initiated in november 2003 by
Bertrand Piccard after undertaking a feasibility study in
partnership with the Ecole Polytechnique de Lausanne
(ePfl). following the successful flights performed from
2009 to 2013 with solar Impulse 1 prototype, a slightly
larger airplane was developed – solar Impulse 2 – with
which Bertrand Piccard and andré Borschberg recently
undertook a circumnavigation of the globe, departing
from abu dhabi on 9 March and planning to return to the
same location in august 2015. Just a few figures are suf-
ficient to give an idea of the engineering performance
high level:  wing area: 17,248 photovoltaic cells cover the
top of the wings, fuselage and tail plane for a total of
269.5 m2 – propulsion: 4 electric motors powered from
solar cells and 4x41 kwh lithium-ion batteries, providing
13 kw, electric motors each (17.4 hP).  twelve stops are
planned to allow the alternation of pilots Piccard and

Borschberg (solar Impulse is one-seat). the aircraft is
presently circling the world, cruising at between 50 and
140 km/h at maximum altitudes up to 8230 m, and cove-
ring a distance comprised between 440 km (the shortest
stage – 13 hours flight time) and 8,500 km (the longest
and last leg crossing the Pacific and atlantic oceans – 5
days flight). 

so, demonstrating the potential of clean technologies
and that with a few power it is possible to move over long
distances ‘solar Impulse’ is bringing quite an important
contribution to the advancement of the aeronautics
sciences and offering the scientists and engineers invol-
ved in ‘towards More electrical aircraft’ an extremely rich
source of innovative technologies.

May I suggest here that solar Impulse is invited to acti-
vely participate in the next european Mea conference?

CONTENTS

lIfe of the ceas

• PresIdent’s MessaGe  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -5-6

• latest Board MeetInGs - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -6

• ceas2015 delft conference - - - - - - - - - - - -7-8

aeronautIcs scIences

• towards More electrIcal aIrcraft  - - - - - -9-17

cIVIl aVIatIon

• aBout MalaYsIa aIrlInes Mh370  - - - - - - -18-20

defence & securItY

• eda annual rePort  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -21-22

sPace

• IxV: InterVIew wIth G. tuMIno  - - - - - - - - -23-26

• coPernIcus  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -27

• GalIleo  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -28

eVent calendar  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -29-32

Jean-Pierre Sanfourche
Editor-in-Chief, 
CEAS Quarterly Bulletin
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About Aviation Safety

the year 2015 confronted us with a tragic disaster with a

very reliable and safe aircraft, namely the Germanwings

flight 9525 airbus a320-200, which on March 24 crashed

into the french alps 100 km northwest of nice. all 144

passengers and 6 crew members were killed. 
the crash was intentionally caused by the co-pilot. during

the flight, he locked the captain out of the cockpit before

initiating a descent that caused the plane to crash into a

mountain. 
the crash showed that a measure intended to keep terro-

rists out of the cockpit, had now prevented the captain to

enter the cockpit. no doubt that the accident investigation

will lead to recommendations of new methods and proce-

dures to prevent this in the future. 
as a first reaction, three days after the incident, the

european aviation safety agency (easa) issued a tempo-

rary recommendation for airlines to ensure that at least two

crew members, including at least one pilot, should be in

the cockpit at all times of the flight.
It is clear that although air transport is a very safe means of

transport it will require continuous attention and vigilance

to learn from accidents and incidents and holistically

improve the overall system safety. there may be a role for

the ceas community to further increase its knowledge and

expertise in this area to support the aerospace sector.

About Space Exploration

Space telescope
the year 2015 is a special year for space exploration. on

april 24 it will be 25 years of successful operation of the

hubble space telescope.  for the launch of the hubble

telescope the space shuttle was used. the hubble

telescope with its length of 13.2 meter, its telescope dia-

meter of 2.4 meter and its mass of 11,000 kg just fitted in

the space shuttle cargo bay. during its now 25 years of

operation the hubble telescope was serviced by 5 space

shuttle missions for repair and refurbishing.  
with its four main instruments it can has observe the uni-

verse in the near ultraviolet, visible and near infrared spec-

tra. the hubble observations have led to breakthroughs in

astrophysics, such as accurately determining the rate of

expansion of the universe, the detection of black holes,

black energy and black matter. the last refurbishment in

2009 will allow the hubble telescope to remain operational

till until 2020. the contributions of the hubble space

telescope, in combination with the contributions of esa
herschel and Planck spacecraft, provided  enormous
steps forward in our knowledge of  the universe.
the successor of the hubble telescope will be the James
webb space telescope (Jwst), scheduled for launch in
2018.the hubble telescope was in a low earth orbit. the
Jwst will be at the l2 lagrange point, 1.5 million km away
from earth. Its telescope will have a diameter of 6.5 meter.
a large sunshield will keep the telescope mirror and the
four scientific instruments below 50 K, allowing it to
observe  the universe in visible to mid-infrared light. It will
be a great challenge to develop and operate the Jwst.
this time possibilities of repair and refurbishment are mini-
mal to non-existent.

The New Horizons Spacecraft
while 2015 is the year of celebrating 25 years of the
hubble telescope, it is also the year when the new
horizons spacecraft will closely fly by Pluto and its 4
moons, and then further into the Kuiper belt. the new
horizons spacecraft was launched on January 19, 2006.
after one year it made its Jupiter fly-by and got a gravity
assist speed increase of 4 km/s. the Jupiter fly-by was
used to test all instruments and systems. since then, most
of the time the new horizons spacecraft was in the hiber-
nating mode. 
and on december 2014 it was brought back on-line for the
encounter with Pluto and the instrument check-out. on
July 14, 9.5 year after its launch, new horizons is planned
to reach its closest distance to Pluto. after passing Pluto,
new horizons will continue farther into the Kuiper belt. to
study one or two other Kuiper belt objects.
new horizons will be a worthy successor of the Pioneer
10/11 and the Voyager 1 and 2 missions. It will provide a
great insight in the shape, magnetic fields and composition
of Pluto, its moons and some other  Kuiper Belt objects, and
with that complement the knowledge of our solar system. 

About CEAS

with respect to the developments of ceas a number of
points can be mentioned:
• at the Clean Sky Forum, on March 17 in Brussels, I was

asked as ceas President to give a keynote presentation
“european aerospace competitiveness; successes and
challenges”. It was an opportunity to present our role
serving the european aerospace community. 

• In december 2014 the kickoff of the eu Project
“european collaborative dissemination of aeronautical
research and applications 2” (E-CAero 2) took place.  the
e-caero2 project is the natural follow-up of the e-caero
project developed within fP7 from 2009 to 2013. 
the objectives of e-caero 2 are:

CEAS PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fred Abbink, CEAS President
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• enhanced communication between the involved associa-
tions(1): ceas, eucass, eccoMass, cIMne, euro-
Mech, euroturBo and  ercofact in the field of
aeronautics;

• Progress in the synchronisation of events of these orga-
nisations;

• take initiatives towards a joint publication policy in
europe;

• Provide a more visible european label and common
policy to aeronautical events and publications;

• establish a unified logistics network and a specific secre-
tariat for events of these organisations;

• Properly quantify the size of the scientific/industrial com-
munity and the desirable number of events;

• offer a better harmonised information stream to scien-
tists and technologists.

ceas will plays its role in the e-caero 2 project as the only
european organisation  representing the 12 aerospace
Member societies with about 35,000 individuals as mem-
bers with focus on the establishment of a european aero-
space label with better visibility. 

• the preparation of the CEAS 2015 Conference is in full
swing. the conference Programme committee has made
the set-up of the sessions. It will be a great honour for the
nVvl to welcome the 17 Keynote speakers, 200 authors
from 26 nations and hopefully over 200 additional partici-
pants in delft in september 2015. at the ceas Presidents
lunch on Monday september 7 all the ceas Presidents
are invited to meet and to discuss the ceas strategy for
2015-2020.

Fred Abbink

(1) EUCASS (European Conference Aeronautics and Space
Science); ECCOMAS (European Community on Computed Methods
in Applied Sciences); CIMNE (International Centre for Numerical
Methods in Engineering); EUROMECH (European Mechanical
Society); EUROTURBO (European Turbo Machinery conference) and
ERCOFACT (European Research Community on Flow Turbulence Air
and Combustion).

THE TWO LATEST MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUS-
TEES
On 9 December 2014, the Board of Trustees met at DLR
Office in Brussels (Belgium), Rue du Trône 98, and on 26
February 2015 in the University of Bologna (Italy).

In addition to the routine general management items, five
major subjects were deeply dealt with:
• Preparation of CEAS 2015 Conference which will take

place at the university of delft (nl) on 7-11 september,
which appears as a promising event: see pages 7 and 8

• Memorandum of understanding between ceas and  
the EREA (european research establishments in 
aero nautics).

• selection of new corporate Members.
• continuation of the reflections about the ceas strategy

and Vision 2015-2025.
• The E-CAero 2 programme conducted within the frame-

work of the european commission, with the objective to
strongly enhance the cooperation and coordination bet-
ween ceas and the different european associations
dealing with aerospace science and technology (above
listed). as stated by fred abbink in his message, the
intention is in priority to coordinate and improve the
research results dissemination and to optimise the event
programming. a further ambition is to establish at mid-
term time horizon a worldwide well known european
aerospace community named ‘Aerospace Europe’.

THE TWO LATEST MEETINGS OF THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES

On 26 February 2015 the
CEAS Board of Trustees in the
famous Palazzina della Viola,
which is part of the University
of Bologna, in front of the
 wonderful fresco which shows
a piece of history around pope
Sylvester and emperor
Constantine, probably realised
in the 16th century. 
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CEAS 2015 will be a joint event combining the 5th CEAS
(Council of European Aerospace Societies) Air & Space
Conference and the 12th European Workshop on Aircraft
Design Education (EWADE).

ceas 2015 will be hosted by the netherlands association
of aeronautical engineers (nVvl) in close cooperation with
the delft university of technology (tudelft) and the society
of aerospace students dut (VsV leonardo da Vinci) on
behalf of the ceas community. 

Programme at a glance
Opening
• welcome by fred abbink (ceas President), dirkJan van

de Berg (President executive Board delft university of
technology) and hester Bijl, (dean aerospace faculty
tudelft)

• Keynote speech

Plenary sessions
• challenges for the european aeronautical Industry
– Jean Botti (cto airbus)
– hans Buethker (chairman & ceo fokker technologies)
• challenges for european access to space
– franco ongaro (director tec & head esa-estec)
– arnaud de Jong (ceo airbus defence and space

netherlands)
• challenges to the european airlines
– athar husain Khan (ceo association of european

airlines aea)
– Peter hartman (Vice-chairman Board of airfrance/KlM)
• challenges in realizing a single european sky
– florian Guillermet (director sesar Ju)

ABOUT CEAS 2015

• ceas Quarterly Bulletin - May 2015 • 7
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– Paul riemens (ceo lVnl)
• challenges to the european aerospace research 

and research Infrastructure
– eric dautriat (executive director cleansky)
– rolf henke (Member dlr executive Board, chairman

acare wG 5)
– Michel Peters (ceo nlr)
• challenges to european aerospace education
– hester Bijl (dean tu-delft aerospace faculty
• challenges to the european air Power in asymmetric

conflicts
– cdre Peter round (director capability eda)
– lt-Gen sander schnitger (commander royal

netherlands air force).

Technical sessions
technical papers will be presented by aerospace scientists
and engineers from 26 different nations around the world to
share and disseminate the latest scientific knowledge and
research in areas like air transport , airworthiness, clean
space, collaborative engineering in system design, future
education and training needs, Virtual hybrid testing in aero-
nautics , aircraft noise, aerodynamics, future of the air
combat systems in europe , aero elasticity and structural
dynamics, space sustainability , aircraft handling / flight
mechanics, Greenhouse gas emissions, Guidance & navi-
gation, Modelling and simulation, Propulsion integration,
structures & Materials and unmanned aerial vehicles.
Conference panel

Future of Air Combat systems in Europe

Many experts in europe are concerned that, apart from the
British-french future combat air system demonstration
Program fcas dP, presently no plans are being made to
prepare the next generation of air combat systems beyond
eurofighter, rafale and Grippen. the f35 program,
although serving a number of air forces in europe, is us-
led and will not secure the future of the european air
combat industry. a number of studies have been conduc-
ted in recent years on this critical issue, such as the
“fast4europe” study by an industrial consortium led by
saaB and by the air and space academy’s as reflected in
the white paper “recommendations to avoid a strategic
downgrading of europe in the field of combat aviation”
(published at the end of 2013).

the panel will contain presentations from high level actors
in the field of air combat systems. the talks will address
current reflections in europe, the status of present and
future air combat systems across the world.

the session will be moderated by Gerard Brachet, former
President of the académie de l’air et de l’espace/air and
space academy (2009-2012), current chairman of its
defense commission.

Workshop
The 12th European Workshop on Aircraft Design Education

EWADE will be held during the CEAS 2015 conference. 
the workshop aims at enhancing collaboration between
european lecturers concerned with aircraft design and dis-
cuss aircraft design problems from a research and educa-
tion perspective (http://ewade.aircraftdesign.org/).

on 10 september 2015, the eu-funded project aflonext
2nd generation active wing will organize a workshop as a
partner in the ceas 2015 conference. aflonext is a four-
year integrated project (level 2) with the objective of pro-
ving and maturing highly promising flow control technolo-
gies for novel aircraft configurations. the preliminary
workshop program can be downloaded here! feel free to
visit our website at www.aflonext.eu for more information
about the project.

Project
ESWIRP achievements will be presented at the CEAS Air &

Space Conference 2015.

the eswIrP project (http://www.eswirp.eu/) has been fun-
ded by the european framework Programme 7 to support
the integration of and access to research infrastructure of
pan-european interest. It has significantly enhanced the
interoperability of 3 key world-class aeronautical wind tun-
nels, and harmonised, improved and optimised the scien-
tific access conditions thereto: dnw-llf, etw and
onera s1Ma.

a central element of the project, besides networking and
joint research activities, has been the transnational access
(tna), which has been provided to 4 consortia with a total
of more than 100 scientists from 17 different nations.

Registration now open on :
http://www.ceas2015.org/



• ceas Quarterly Bulletin - May 2015 • 9

AERONAUTICS SCIENCES

The third European Conference on More Electric Aircraft
(MEA), co-organised by the Toulouse section of the
French Association for Aeronautics and Astronautics
(3AF) and the Bordeaux-Aquitaine section of the SEE
(French Society of Electricity and Electronics engineers),
took place in Toulouse (France) from 3 to 5 February
2015. It was supported by a number of local organisa-
tions, most notably the Pole of Aeronautics Compe -
titiveness ‘Aerospace Valley’, the French Aerospace Lab
ONERA, and the Technology Research Institute Saint-
Exupéry. About 300 delegates were present including
industrials, university teachers-researchers and aero-
space students. It is to be noted that the objective of
internationalisation was reached since seventeen coun-
tries were represented among which USA, China, Russia,
Japan, and many EU Member States.

On this occasion research programmes relating to ‘More
Electrical Aircraft’ were presented and various experts made
known their latest advances and challenges in the field.
5 Oral Sessions covering 25 presentations alternated
with 3 Poster Sessions summing up 78 tutorial panels.
The present article tries to highlight the main issues of
this MEA Conference.

AT AIRCRAFT SYSTEM LEVEL

Presentations have once again shown that the competition
between aIrBus and BoeInG is always so alive. Both are
highly motivated to go towards more and more use of elec-
tricity, and therefore are in favour of major technology inno-
vations insofar as they allow air companies to realise signi-
ficant fuel savings and to more easily respect the new envi-
ronmental rules. 
for example the european Ju clean sKY 2 imposes at
2050 time horizon, relative to 2000: reduce fuel consump-
tion and co2 emissions by 75% and reduce nox emis-
sions by 90%. such severe constraints make of course
understood the high interest for the ‘More electrical
aircraft’ trend. 
among various themes, the interest brought to the ‘e-
taxiing’, that is to say the rolling on ground aircraft engines
switched-off, is in this regard very symptomatic. In 2012
lufthansa technit had exhibited rolling on track before
take-off experimentations based on the use of an electric
motor integrated into the landing gear in the place of set of
braking discs. More recently system developers have
conducted similar experimentations, let’s mention among
others safran associated with honeywell which has exhibi-
ted in its turn a main landing gear inside it the electrical
motor is integrated and solidly fixed, this time without
removing the braking discs from one of the wheels 
(figure 1). this experimentation has of course necessitated
conduct a new qualification testing of the landing gear
because of its mass increase and of the resulting new
vibratory behaviour. It appears that such a system is rather
adapted to single aisle short or mid-range airplanes which
perform several rotations in one day, and seems to offer
less interest for long-range airliners.  

THE EUROPEAN MEA (MORE ELECTRICAL 
AIRCARFT) 2015 CONFERENCE WAS HELD 
IN TOULOUSE, FRANCE, ON 3-5 FEBRUARY 

By Jean-Pierre Sanfourche, in cooperation with Catherine Goetz

Abstracts Booklet
cover page

A view of the international MEA Conference held in Pierre Baudis
Congress Centre of Toulouse (France), 3-5 February 2015

Fig 1. System proposed by Safran/Honeywell: main gear leg
inside it an electrical motor is integrated 
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By what is the necessary electrical power provided in order
to action the system? the answer to this question is the
auxiliary Power unit (aPu). 
the conference has given the opportunity to safran
MIcroturBo to make known its latest realisation in this
domain by exhibiting its new aPu which thanks to the 3d
manufacturing process, shows a remarkable 40% mass
saving relative to previous methods (figure 2). so the electri-
cal subsystems also contribute to the Mea evolution, and not
only the top level systems! It is to be noted that the aPus,
although ‘subsystems’, must satisfy to the same etoPs
(extended range twin engine operating system) qualification
degree which applies to the engines of an airliner.

AT ELECTRICAL POWER GENERATION LEVEL

new airliner generations are more and more electrical
energy consuming – flying control systems, de-icing, air
conditioning based upon electrical compressors, braking
devices, in-flight entertainments, etc. – so it is clear that
the ‘all electric’ generalisation is imperatively obliging to
increase the power of the generators without increasing
their mass and if possible to reduce it. 
to increase the ratio electrical power/mass, engineers have
to work at several levels, down to equipment level and even
component level: semi-conductors, capacities, windings of
motor-generators, etc. this appeared on the occasion of the
presentations dealing with electronic technologies using sili-
con carbides which allow operate at higher temperature: this
is precisely in this very sharp technology field that partner-
ships between university and industry are being set up. Just
to have in mind an order of magnitude of electrical genera-
tors development speed, let us mention the following figures:
between 1 and 2 kw/kg in 2002-2006 period, 10 kw/kg in
2009-2012 period, and values of about 15 kw/kg are sighted
at 2020 time horizon. 

AT SUBSYSTEM AND COMPONENT LEVEL
Presentations also highlighted the fact that if the behaviour in
temperature of active components is of prime necessity, it is
also essential to confer to the electrical networks structure a
high level of reliability as well as to offer possibilities for
reconfiguration in accordance with in-flight loads, or in case
of failure of one or more constitutive elements of the chain.
this reconfiguration possibility requirement also applies to
the power converters’ interconnections.
the structure of the magnetic circuits of the electrical

machines (gene-starters) is also a fundamental research
works performed by simulation with a view to reducing har-
monics and twisting oscillations produced by loads’
impacts. the stators’ windings must allow a better filling-in
of notches by minimising the local constraints of electrical
fields themselves, and therefore allow an improved semi
conductors’ behaviour. this necessitates here also simula-
tions to be conducted. 
In a little bit more futurist area, there is a trend in the direction
towards even higher direct voltages – typically 800-900 Volts
– because this would allow reduce further the mass of power
supply’s cables. But this high voltage would of course
increase the risk of arc tracking with a specific danger if it
occurs close to a composite structure, an arc which main-
tains itself and progresses with a flame whose temperature is
sufficient to nourish itself with the insulation material and at
last lead to a fire. this point will have to be deeply studied.

ENERGY STORAGE AND RESTITUTION
In the basic domain of electrical energy storage and restitu-
tion, the technology of super-capacitors coupled with an
auxiliary electrical motor is in course of experimentation on
helicopter, with different structures of coupling with a battery
in order to minimise transitory phenomena as well as para-
site emissions.

studies on new battery technologies allow hope massic
ratios in the order of 500 wh/kg, observing that this is still
very far from the content of 1 kg kerosene! 
as regards fuel cells capable of replacing batteries later on,
the subject has been dealt with during a session common to
Mea and the fcfc (fundamentals and developments of
fuel cells) conference which took place at the same time in
the same congress centre.  It has been reported on a320 in-
flight tests of fuel cells (nearly 700 flights), the objective being
to study their behaviour in aeronautical environment: estima-
tion of temperature and atmospheric pressure in altitude for
different values of delivered power in flight, either alone, or as
auxiliary of a battery, in cabin or in unpressurized zone, with
specific limitation constraints as regards power increase rate.

ABOUT THE E-FAN SMALL AIRPLANE
In the propulsion area the small airplane e-fan (see cover
page) is entirely electric, its autonomy being sufficient to per-
form ab initio in-formation flights at low costs and with a real
rapidity of on-ground resupply or exchange.  
however it is evident that the 100% electric propulsion for a
single-aisle mid-range airliner is not expectable at mid-term
horizon, knowing that the power necessary for an a320 is in
the order of 10 Mw. the largest research laboratories are
presently conducting works which converge towards a struc-
ture equipped with several electric motors integrated to the
wings and supplied by batteries or other fuel cells, the energy
being brought through supra conductors cables. the positio-
ning of these motors using also cryogenic technologies
allows envisage aerodynamic behaviour’s improvement by
reducing the aerodynamic drag, leading so to original fea-
tures, maybe in 2050 timeframe...

Fig. 2. The APU of Safran Microturbo
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ELECTROMAGNETIC RADIATIONS TO BE CONTROLLED

the current inexorable trend towards electrical power
increase puts in game performing components chopping at
high frequency and with sharp rising fronts, generate radia-
tions led or radiated which must be controlled. specific soft-
ware simulation programmes implemented in research labo-
ratories including thermal simulation can lead to optimized
solutions.
all those researches and technology developments will enter
into operation on aircraft when and only when the trl –
technology readiness level – is considered as high enough.
at that time, at more or less long term, the evolution will lead
the aircraft manufacturer to reconsider its ‘supply chain’ vis-
à-vis its different providers: perhaps will it be obliged to
entrust them with more design and integration works for a
given aircraft?

MEA WILL NECESSITATE MORE AND MORE INTERNA-
TIONAL EXCHANGES 

today in civil aviation, many hydraulic or pneumatic systems
have switched to electric (example Boeing 787): the benefits
being weight and cost savings, notably in maintenance. this
trend is expected to accelerate further in the coming
decades, allowing commercial aircraft to become greener
and greener. It will become more and more electrically powe-
red, even though they will never be entirely.
the More electrical aircraft evolution will generate more and
more international knowledge exchanges and in europe, will
be a strong inciter to better and better integrated programmes. 
five words have been regularly heard all over the conference:
Innovation, effectiveness, simplicity, economy and ecology. In
effect they perfectly characterize the philosophy to be followed
by all the managers, researchers and engineers who are and
will be involved in this marvellous adventure of More electric
aircraft which is going to revolutionise the aviation world. 

Annex 1. – The oral Sessions:
oral session 1 -  architecture trends for More electric
aircraft: (1) More electric aircraft: a status on clean sky
breakthroughs, byJacques faucher , etienne foch, airbus –
(2) the Bombardier More electric aircraft, by antonio
ricciardi, Bombardier aerospace – (3) towards a More
electric falco Business Jet, by Bernard Baldini, dassault
aviation – (4) More electric aircraft, an operator/Mro pers-
pective, by sven Bruel, lufthansa technik – (5) certification
of electrical system, by Jérome Brue, easa.
oral session 2 -  the More/all electrical engine : (1)
Integration of electrical machines into the engine roadmap
of technology options & opportunities, by Philip
McGoldrick, safran lPs – (2) aircraft starter-Generator sys-
tem based on Permanent-Magnet Machine fed by active
front-end rectifier, by serhiy bozhko et al., university of
nottingham – (3) state of the art of helicopter hybrid
Propulsion, by christian Mercier et al., airbus helicopters –
(4) full electrical e-fan aircraft for general aviation: project
overview and main perspectives, innovations and chal-
lenges, by emanuel Jouber et al., airbus Group – (5)

distributed electrical aerospace Propulsion, by Mark
husband et al., rolls-royce.
oral session 3 -  Inserting new technologies into pro-
grammes: (1) transferring the experience and technology of
electric Mobility into aircraft, by Peter Glöcker et al., faG
aerospace – (2) electrical Power Generation & start solutions
for the falcon 5x Programme, by françois Biais et al., thales
aes – (3) aPu on More electrical aircraft: a vision for the
future, by françois rideau et al., Microturbo – (4) Integrated
design by optimization of Power systems for Mea, by Bo
wen et al., Virginia tech – (5) strategy for coMac More
electric aircraft development, by Yuan li Kang, coMac.
oral session 4 – fuel cells for more electric aircraft ( joint
session with fcfc2015): (1) overview of Mea architecture
and key technologies, by etienne foch, airbus – (2) General
state of the art of the fuel cells’ aeronautical applications – (3)
optomised hydrogen fuel cell systems for Moa and all elec-
tric propulsion drivetrains – (4) fuel cell system integration
for aeronautic applications, by t. horde et al., snecma dMs
– (5) Key drivers for aeronautic Batteries; today and future
aircrafts electrically powered, by florence fusalba et al.,cea  
oral session 5 – Products and technologies advances: (1)
advances Magnetic technologies for Mea, by V.a.
Kargopoltsev et al., Jsc united aircraft corporation – (2)
Methodologies for the optimal design of the Integrated
Modular Power electronics cabinet, by x. Giraud et al., air-
bus/university of toulouse – (3) latest advances in electric
Primary flight control actuation, by Yvan carlier et al., utc
aerospace systems – (4) Power electronics and control key
competencies for aircraft electrical systems competitiveness,
by sébastien Vieillard, safran lPs – (5) advanced power
electronics for aerospace applications, by jan uhlig et al;,
liebherr aerospace.      

Annex 2. – The Poster Sessions:
Poster session 1 - architecture and technologies: trends for
architectures & technologies – Integration of Mea equip-
ment, eMc and thermal issues.
Poster session 2 – energy Management: Power manage-
ment – Power generation – energy storage – Propulsion –
Mea cetification;
Poster session 3 – actuators & components: technologies &
components – actuators – Mro, health Monitoring –
cooling concepts – high temperatures technology. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESSEES
Keynotes were addressed on the occasion of the
conference. due to the importance of the messages expres-
sed, we have taken the initiative to publish here after a sum-
mary of each:
• Eric Dautriat, executive director of clean sky Joint

undertaking
• Charles Champion, executive Vice President engineering

airbus
• Alain Sauret, chief executive officer, safran/labinal Power

systems (lPs)
• Colin Smith, director of engineering and technology, rolls-

royce plc.
(see pages 12-17)
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Eric Dautriat, Executive Director of Clean Sky Joint
Undertaking, gave the rationale of the way in which this
organisation is coordinating and harmonising the techno-
logy research & development works in Europe aiming at
progressing towards more and more use of electricity in
the future aircraft.

The here below article is a summarized synthesis of his
presentation.
first, eric dautriat presented clean sKY, the europe’s lar-
gest aeronautics research Programme ever conducted:
• clean sky 1 started in 2008 within the framework

Programme fP 7 of the european commission and will
continue up to 2017;

• clean sky 2 was decided and started in 2014 within the
frame of ‘horizon 2020’, it will cover the period 2014-2020
regarding the contracts and 2024 for the end of the activities.

regarding More electrical aircraft, clean sky 1 within the
Integrated technologies & demonstrators (Itd) systems,
mainly focuses on  activities linked to the bleedless
concept, such as de-icing and anti-icing, or the electronic
environmental control system ‘e-ecs’, with the correspon-
ding ‘Power Generation and distribution system’. 
It is to be noted that in parallel, an important study about
‘Green taxiing’ is being performed which concerns a possi-
ble next generation of the Green taxiing presently in course
of development by safran and honeywell: in clean sky, an
axial electrical motor technology  is currently developed by
the university of nottingham in cooperation with safran. 
clean sky 2 will go much further, including for example
‘electrical wing’ and ‘smart networks’ (figure 1).
today in civil aviation, as seen on the Boeing 787, many
hydraulic or pneumatic systems have switched to electri-
cal, the main expected benefits being weight saving and
cost savings, notably in maintenance. although these

benefits are not huge through the current first steps, there
is little doubt that more electrical integration is key, and
that this trend is expected to accelerate further in the
coming decades, allowing commercial aircraft to become
more and more electrically powered.
eric dautriat also mentioned that the use of fuel cells for
onboard energy is part of more electrical aircraft perspec-
tives. he said in addition that there is another european
Joint technical Initiative, named fuel cells and hydrogen
(fch). clean sky and fch are together preparing a com-
mon workshop on this theme in the second half of 2015.
this addresses several levels of on-board powering by
fuel cells, from emergency power to the replacement of
the aPu for smaller aircraft at least. 
clearly, a pure electric propulsion is not part of clean sky
and should not be considered as a realistic trend for com-
mercial transport, but hybrid propulsion technologies will
be tested in clean sky 2.
the Mea approach is definitively global, i.e. systemic:
electrification will contribute to enabling an overall aircraft
system optimisation. 
a system, holistic approach imperatively requires a colla-
borative work as early as the fundamental researches
phase is undertaken. this exactly corresponds to clean
sky purpose and management philosophy. such a chal-
lenge as More electrical aircraft necessitates long-term
engagement – 10 years typically in clean sky – and stabi-
lity for an ‘Innovation chain’ putting together the best
talents recruited over europe, providing so a broad and
solid base. 
Besides it is to be noticed that Mea is an area where the
trans-sector approach is highly wished because in matter
of electrical systems, non-aeronautical partners can surely
bring important and even decisive contributions. this is the
reason why the clean sky 2 calls for Proposals are inten-
ded to be widely distributed and relayed. 
a more electric clean sky innovation chain is being set up
with the objective to bring:
• an optimized, balanced funding for airframers and equip-

ment manufacturers;
• a close collaboration between systems suppliers and air-

framers;
• the involvement of bottom-up innovation processes

from sMes and universities to integrators;
• a novel, integrated system design environment with

appropriate tools.
eric dautriat concluded his presentation as follows:
“By hosting a unique blend of high-tech companies  
throughout Europe and a set of advanced test-benches,
Clean Sky wishes like to be the ideal house for highly
contributing to the development of ‘More Electric’ 
widespread innovation.”

A MORE ELECTRIC INNOVATION CHAIN IN
EUROPE WITH CLEAN SKY

Fig 1. MEA in Clean Sky 2/ITD Systems
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TOWARDS MORE ELECTRICAL AIRCRAFT
Charles Champion, Executive Vice President Engineering Airbus
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Safran is nearly positioned across the whole chain with
Labinal Power System acting as the strong arm of elec-
trical power systems. 
the proportion of electricity in aircraft is regularly increa-
sing as shown hereafter:
the following chart illustrates how aircraft include more
functions and become more electric, impacting cost,
weight and complexity in design.

the trend towards more complexity and power optimisa-
tion includes two major aspects: 
1. there are new functions and power optimised aircraft.

as a matter of fact, more electrical power is to be distri-
buted, the volume of data to be transmitted is increasing
more and more, electrical architecture is evolving from
centralized to distributed power distribution systems
and the growing electrification and complexity of sys-
tems lead to more integrated power and data.

2. costs need to be reduced, how? By reducing rc
through more integration (number of parts reduction), by
reducing nrc through more concurrent engineering
across the entire chain with the objective of simplifying,
by reducing oc through more flexibility of functions and
robust products at eIs.

Simplifying the current power and data systems could be
the enabler for a MEA with more functionalities. 
the challenge of simplifications is high, which will need, on
the one hand, a large cooperation effort between air fra-
mers, equipment suppliers and certification authorities
jointly challenging architectures and products respecting
the role of each player in the team, and on the other hand,
academia and industry jointly developing new technologies
through a lean mid and long-term roadmap.
Building new standards will require a successful techno-
logy insert, based on robustness and maturity demonstra-

tion methodology, as well as a fit for purpose
approach for both incremental and break-
through evolutions. It will also need to invest in
tools and processes for better modelling and
simulation, as a ‘learning machine’ and for
more efficient development, certification, pro-
duction and operation. last but not least, new
cooperation models will be needed, reducing
nrc for both air framers and equipment sup-
pliers, and also anticipating and sharing risks
and revenues over the life cycle. 
concerning ‘Green taxiing’, safran, honeywell
and airbus are working on this electrical sys-
tem perfectly fitted to the main undercarriage
which allows an aircraft to move on the ground
without using its engines and thus fuel. such
an option should reach the single-aisle aircraft
market soon. 

POWER AND DATA SYSTEMS HUNTING 
FOR SIMPLIFICATION
Excerpts of  the presentation given by Alain Sauret, Persident and CEO of  Labinal Power System

9 10
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on this subject alain sauret said: 
“There is a great demand from Airlines
for this system, and as a result we are

finalizing the technical definition for

introduction onto the market in three or

four years’ time.” 

after having briefly recalled the history of rolls-royce and
listed its products today, colin smith introduced the sub-
ject of the Mea conference, saying that over the last 100
years transportation had become increasingly electrified
and increased particularly sharply over the last decade
with the Boeing 787 ‘More electric aircraft’. But he added:
“It would take a hundred years, in my view, before you
replace kerosene as the prime fuel with pure batteries. A
simple comparison in energy is that 1 kg of kerosene has
about the same energy capability as 50 kg of lithium-ion.”

HOW IS ROLLS-ROYCE MOVING TO A ‘MORE
ELECTRIC ENGINE’?

THE PRESENT
the key driver is the overall acare (advisory
council for aerospace research in europe)
environmental targets for 2020, relative to
2000: reduce perceived external noise by 50%
- reduce fuel consumption and co2 emissions
by 50% - reduce nox emissions by 80%,
which represent a doubling of the historical rate
of improvement.
how the more electrical aircraft has changed
gaz turbine: see figures 1 and 2.
the aircraft electrical power requirements have
regularly progressed over the past years and
are more and more rapidly increasing.

examples of previous rolls-royce experience were pre-
sented, among which the trent 1000: see figures 3 and 4.

to move to a More electric engine, the key technology
components are: novel starter generator, electrical acces-
sories, electrical actuators, advanced bearings, potential to
remove the accessory gearbox, can be bled or without
bleed system engine. this implies a number of challenges
as regards technology: x1 magnitude order for thermal
integration, x2 order of magnitude for power electronics,

HOW THE MORE ELECTRICAL AIRCRAFT IS
INFLUENCING A MORE ELECTRIC ENGINE
AND MORE!
Excerpts of  the presentation given by Colin Smith CBE FRS, Director Engineering and Technology, 
Rolls-Royce plc

1
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x3 order of magnitude for technology, all this bearing in
mind that the customer will have tolerance zero to pro-
gramme delay. 

THE FUTURE
the key driver the new acare environmental targets for
2050, relative to 2000: reduce perceived external noise 
by 65% - reduce fuel consumption and co2 emissions 
by 75% - reduce nox emissions by 90%. three potential
targets to be sighted are:
aircraft movements are emission -free when taxiing;
air vehicles are designed and manufactured to be recycla-
ble;
europe is established as a centre of excellence on sustai-
nable alternative fuels.
within the framework of preparation for the future, rolls-
royce together with airbus Innovation and university of
cranfield is working on the deaP (distributed electrical
aerospace Propulsion) project started in early 2013 and
running until 2015, which focuses on key innovative techno-
logies aimed at improving fuel economy, reducing exhaust
gas and noise emissions, optimising distributed Propulsion
(dP) system architecture and developing Boundary layer
Ingestion (BlI): see figures 5 and 6.
to go more and more further, important progresses are to
be performed in superconducting electric machines, power
electronics as well as in cryogenic cooling (figure 7).
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RECALL OF THE TRAGEDY
the Beijing-bound international scheduled flight Malaysia
airlines Mh370, with a total of 299 persons (227 passen-
gers and 12 crew members) on board, departed Kl
International airport (KlIa) at 16:42 utc on 7 March 2014.
less than 40 minutes after take-off air traffic controllers
lost radar contact with the aircraft – a Boeing 777-200er
registered 9M-Mro -  after passing waypoint IGarI. after
analysis of satellite data it was discovered that Mh370 flight
continued to fly over 6 hours after contact was lost. all the
available data indicate the aircraft entered the sea close to
a long but narrow arc of the Indian ocean (figure 1). 

7 MARCH 2015: ICAO RELEASES INTERIM REPORT ON
MH370

this interim statement is issued on progress of investiga-
tion up to 7 March 2015 and is based on the factual infor-
mation gathered at this date by the investigation team
(record of air traffic control, aircraft maintenance records,
simulations to re-construct the aircraft flight profile and
system operation, interviews, visits, etc.):
see www.mot.gov.my 
this factual information that has been gathered at the date
of 7 March 2015 is of an interim nature and new informa-
tion that may be become available can alter it before the
publication of the final report.
the Investigation team is now conducting analysis of the
factual information and is considering : airworthiness &
maintenance and aircraft systems, air traffic control (atc)
operations from 17:19 utc to 22:32 utc on 7 March 2015,
cargo consignment, crew profile, diversion from filed flight
Plan route, organisational and management of department
of civil aviation and Malaysia airlines, satellite communica-
tions satcoM.
along with these activities, the Investigation team has pre-
pared standard operating Procedures (soP) and
checklists for investigation in preparation of the recovery

of the aircraft once it is located but the search team.
In the months ahead analyses are being conducted to draw
conclusions and safety recommendations based on the
factual information that have been gathered. 
now it is to be hoped that further and decisive factual infor-
mation can emerge from the wreckage and flight recorders
when the aircraft is located. 

MH370 RECOVERY MISSION STATUS
on request of the Malaysian Government, australia has
accepted responsibility for the search for Mh370: the
australian transport safety Bureau (atsB) is leading the
operations in the southern Indian ocean.

THE JOINT AGENCY COORDINATION CENTRE MH370
OPERATIONAL UPDATE 1 APRIL 2015  

PHOENIX 
Phoenix International holdings, inc. (figure 2) is under
contract to drB-hIcoM defence technologies sdn Bhd
on behalf of the Government of Malaysia to search for
Malaysia airlines flight 370 in the southern Indian ocean
about 1,500 miles west of Perth, australia. the vessel used
is ‘Go Phoenix’, an offshore operations vessel. seafloor
search operations were performed from 5 to 16 october
2014, using the ‘Prosas-60 synthetic aperture sonar (sas)
system’, a 6,000 m depth rated system.  searches execu-
ted in this 11-day period covered 1,405 km2 of seafloor at
water depths averaging 4,100 m. 

FUGRO
on 10 June 2014 the australian transport safety Bureau
signed a contract with deep water survey company, fugro
survey Pty ltd (fugro) to conduct a bathymetric survey of
the seafloor in the search area for Mh370. fugro’s exper-
tise, experience and equipment are playing a key role in the
search for Mh370. three fugro specialist survey vessels,

MALAYSIA AIRLINES MH370 DISAPPEARED
A YEAR AGO: WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE
INVESTIGATIONS?

Figure 2 : Phoenix continues search for MH370

Figure 1
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equipped with deepwater search technology, are surveying
the search area. the size of the area being investigated,
the depth of the water (up to 5,000 m) and extreme wea-
ther conditions experienced by vessels and crews make
this search a challenging operation (figure 3).

Fugro Discovery 
In october 2014 this vessel commenced deepwater search
operations, equipped with side scan sonar, underwater
video and aviation fuel detection sensors. recently in the
end of March 2015 it departed the search area to travel to
fremantle for a scheduled resupply visit. 

Fugro Equator
In June 2014 this vessel began mapping over 200,000
square km of uncharted seabed using state-of-the-art
multi-beam echo-sounder equipment. the resulting bathy-
metric maps of the southern Indian ocean’s seafloor
enabled a defined search to begin. on completion of the
bathymetric survey work in december 2014, it was mobili-
sed to conduct underwater search operations and in late
January 2015 commenced search activities in the defined
area. It departed the search area on 29 March to travel to
fremantle for a scheduled resupply visit. 

Fugro Supporter
this vessel is equipped with an autonomous underwater
vehicle (auV) which is used to scan those portions of the
search area that cannot be searched effectively by the
equipment on the other search vessels. It will depart the
search area in early april to travel to fremantle for a sche-
duled resupply visit.

UNDERWATER SEARCH STATUS
at the end of March 2015, it could be considered that
around 50% of the priority search area had been covered
(figure 4).

AN IMMEDIATE RECOMMENDATION: AIRCRAFT
TRACKING EVERY 15 MINUTES

on 4 february 2015 Member states of the Icao have
recommended the adoption of a 15-minute aircraft tracking
standard. Icao council President dr olumuyiwa said:

“This new Standard will be an important first step in pro-
viding a foundation for global flight tracking and the
future implementation of the more comprehensive ICAO
Global Aeronautical Distress and Safety System
(GADSS).”
the Gadss concept itself defines a clearer objective for
flight tracking, to ensure adequate provision of timely infor-
mation to support search and rescue operations, recovery
operations, and accident investigation, as well as sets out
the roles and responsibilities of all stakeholders. the tech-
nical side of the means for such tracking is set out in the
aircraft tracking task force’s report, which was the task of
the Iata (International air transport association) to work on.

AIRLINE TRACKING AND TAMPERPROOF DISTRESS
REPORTING ON ICAO AGENDA

an Icao working group is recommending that new aircraft
delivered after 2020 come:
• equipped with a tracking data broadcast system which

sends regular position updates to airline operators;
• a flight data recorder which automatically deploys (and

floats if on sea) after a crash;
• a tamperproof distress reporting unit which will transmit

aircraft position and identification to a global network of
rescue coordination centres when unusual attitudes,
speeds or accelerations or other triggered events occur. 

Figure 3

Figure 4
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the airborne equipment, coupled with new global informa-
tion sharing networks for air traffic service providers
(atsPs) and rescue coordination centres is called Gadss:
Global distress and safety systems. 

Synthesis written by J.-P. S.

THE AIREON PROPOSAL
By Jessie Hillenbrand, AIREON

with a global constellation of space-based ads-B recei-
vers set to go live in 2017, aireon will have a global air traf-
fic surveillance capability. having that data and information
will enable the provision of a free of charge emergency res-
ponse service to pre-registered airlines and ansPs. this
service, known as aireon aircraft locating and emergency
response tracking (alert) will allow airlines, ansPs and
rescue coordination centers to query the last known posi-
tion or track of any ads-B equipped aircraft in a distress or
alert phase, anywhere on earth. unlike other emergency
response options, aireon will not require aircraft operators,
states or ansPs to invest in any additional equipment or
subscribe to a contract services. as long as the aircraft are
ads-B equipped, we will be able to see them.

Making aircraft visible in an emergency, anywhere
aireon is leveraging the investments that Iridium made in
their new Iridium next constellation by leasing space for
aireon’s ads-B receivers on 66 low earth orbit (leo)
satellites. the leo satellites will orbit approximately 485
miles above the earth and each satellite will be cross-
linked, creating a dynamic network to ensure continuous
availability in every fIr on the globe with low latency and
update rates suitable for air traffic surveillance.
each satellite contains a highly sensitive receiver, designed
to collect ads-B transmissions and interact with Iridium’s
mesh network of receivers, satellites and antennas, making
the system highly available, redundant and dependable. 
aireon’s flexible receiver design takes full advantage of the
upcoming ads-B transponder mandates around the world
ensuring compatibility with all1090 ads-B versions cur-
rently in use. this will allow airlines to maximize the bene-
fits of their investment in this technology. 
aireon’s space-based ads-B surveillance will introduce
improved predictability to any air traffic system and provide
100% global surveillance. 
alert is a free service with no contract required. this 
service will be available 24/7 and will have an emergency
call center operated by the Irish aviation authority at their
facility in  Ballingrane, Ireland. 



DEFENCE & SECURITY

the annual rePort 2014 of the euroPean
defence aGencY has aPPeared In the BeGInnInG
of 2015. the Present artIcle hIGhlIGhts the
MaJor InforMatIon data It contaIns.

A YEAR OF IMPLEMENTATION

“Last year was an important one for

the European Defence Agency, and

not only because it celebrated its

10th anniversary. As I am just taking

office as Chief Executive, I first

want to extend my congratulations

to the Agency’s teams and to

Claude-France Arnould, who all put

a lot of time and effort into delive-

ring on the taskings set by Member

States.

In 2014, EDA especially focused on the implementation of

the guidance and taskings provided by the December 2013

European Council, with a particular focus on the four key

capability programmes identified by Member States (see

page 7). In this regard, the launch of negotiations with indus-

try regarding the acquisition of a multinational fleet of multi-

role air-to-air refuelling aircraft on the basis of common

requirements was a major milestone.

Other cooperative projects also yielded tangible results,

demonstrating the clear added value of defence cooperation

at the EU level. Together with Member States, the Agency

continued to organise multinational exercises aimed at

improving the readiness of European aircrews that will be

better prepared when they deploy to future operations. In

2014 alone, more than 70 fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft

took part in EDA-organised live-flying events, involving

around 200 European aircrew.

With a view to strengthening European defence indus-

try, and in order to address the effect of the decline in

European defence spending in research & technology

(R&T), EDA focused its efforts on activities generating

R&T projects, dual-use research and is supporting the

Commission in setting up the Preparatory Action on

CSDP-related research (see page 13). New incentives

have also been proposed in order to facilitate the launch

of the cooperative defence programmes that our indus-

trial base needs in order to thrive. VAT exemption has

been granted to several EDA projects and is now a

major incentive for Member States to commit to colla-

borative projects. Significant progress was also achie-

ved in the field of standardisation and certification.

As tasked by the European Council, the Agency and the

European External Action Service prepared a draft Policy

Framework for systematic and long-term cooperation, which

was endorsed by Defence Ministers in November. The

Agency has also submitted proposals for a pooled procure-

ment mechanism in order to facilitate cooperative acquisi-

tion and support of defence equipment.

2014 was the first year during which the Agency operated

under its new organizational structure, which will better

serve the needs and interests of Member States. Over the

course of the year, this new structure was slightly fine-tuned

in order to reflect some emerging priorities, such as the

Agency’s role as military coordinator for the deployment of

SESAR. Meanwhile, cooperation with external stakeholders

such as Eurocontrol, OCCAR, EASA, NATO or the European

Space Agency were strengthened.

I believe it is safe to say that 2014 was a busy year for EDA.

However, I am already looking forward to the many chal-

lenges ahead, with a view to the next European Council that

will again put the spotlight on defence issues. This is a ren-

dezvous we cannot miss. Under the guidance of Federica

Mogherini, the new Head of the Agency, I will make sure to

focus on the continued involvement of our organisation in

support of Member States.”

Jorge DOMECQ

EDA Chief Executive

THE EDA ANNUAL REPORT 2014
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SIX MAIN CHAPTERS IN THE ANNUAL REPORT 2014

1. KEY CAPABILITY PROGRAMMES
four key programmes which were identified by the 2013
european council have made significant progress in 2014:
(1) the air-to-air refuelling, (2) the remotely Piloted
aircrafts system, (3) satellite communications and (4)
cyber defence.
• Air-to-Air Refuelling (AAR): an industrial solution has been
identified in december 2014 on the basis of a common
requirement. negotiations have been engaged with airbus
defence & space for the purchase of a330 Mrtt (Multi role
tanker transport) aircraft, with a contract award expected
end 2015 and an initial operating capability mid-2020.

• Remotely Piloted Aircrafts System (RPAS): Germany,
france and Italy have set up a working group to analyse
operational and technical requirements and to assess
options for a future Male (Medium altitude long
endurance) rPas programme, an initiative actively sup-
ported by eda, through a number of collaborative activities
interested european Member states concerning air traffic
insertion, airworthiness certification, rPas flight crew trai-
ning and licensing requirement.
• Satellite Communications: the common staff target for
the next generation of Governmental satellite commu -
nications was endorsed the steering Board on 4 november
2014. the Preparation Phase of a potential future coopera-
tion programme will be completed by the end of 2015.
Besides the ‘eu satcom Market’ for pooled procurement
of commercial satellite communications continues to grow
since it became operational in 2012.

• Cyber Defence: a major milestone was the contribution
the cyber defence Policy framework, tasked by the
council and approved at the end of 2014. the cyber
defence research agenda was further coordinated with

the european commission and the european space
agency. 

a reVIsed caPaBIlItY deVeloPMent Plan
on 8 october 2014 the steering Board endorsed the revi-
sed capability development Plan (cdP) as a key driver for
future capability improvement. a list of priority actions
emerging from this cdP was established. 
2. COOPERATIVE PROJECTS: (1) Maritime surveillance, (2)
counter Ied (Improvised explosive devices). 
3. SUPPORT OPERATIONS: (1) support to Procurement, (2)
exercising and training.
support to Procurement: support to eu and csdP opera-
tions was an important task of eda in 2014.  
exercises and training: in 2014 eda organised many edu-
cation and operational training activities across its
directorates: more than 70 fixed-wings and rotary-wing air-
craft took part in in eda-organised live-flying events, invol-
ving about 200 european aircrews.
4. PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE: (1) research &
technology, (2) certification, (3) standardisation, (4) sesar.
Research & Technology: the european council invited
eda and the ec to work closely with Member states in
order to develop proposals for dual-use technologies.
work has progressing well in 2014 with a focus on different
areas such as Key enabling technologies and the develop-
ment of micro and nano-electronics. 
Certification: eda is focusing on rPas certification. rPas
is an opportunity to align civil and military certification
requirements as far as it possible.
Standardisation: Member states’ military airworthiness
authorities are harmonising their requirements for aircraft
maintenance and certification through the corresponding
forum within eda. 
Single European Sky Air Traffic Management Research
(SESAR): eda facilitates the coordination of the military
views with the objective to ensure that the military’s inte-
rests are taken into account . this activity is coordinated by
the eu Military staff, nato and eurocontrol. 
5. FOSTERING COOPERATION: (1) fiscal measures, (2)
Pooled procurement.
as tasked by the european council, eda has developed
proposals to incentivise cooperation mainly through fiscal
measures and pooled procurement. during the november
2014 steering Board, defence Ministers welcomed the
progress accomplished as a basis for further works.
6. CONTINUED PARTNERSHIPS: (1) with third parties, (2)
with esa, (3) with occar, (4) with eurocontrol, (5)
with nato, (6) with the us.
on 27 March 2014, the eda’s annual conference attended
by more 500 high-level participants brought an increased
level of focus and political support for european defence
cooperation. 

Abstract written by J.-P. S. from EDA information 
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PERSONALITY INTERVIEW

A FEW WEEKS AFTER THE ESA ‘IXV’ EXPERIMENTAL 
SPACEPLANE SUCCESSFUL RESEARCH FLIGHT – 11
FEBRUARY 2015 – JEAN-PIERRE SANFOURCHE, EDITOR-
IN-CHIEF OF THE CEAS QUARTRELY BULLETIN, HAS
INTERVIEWED GIORGIO TUMINO, ESA ‘IXV’ PROJECT
MANAGER.

Jean-Pierre Sanfourche: Could you please, to start our
discussion, briefly recall us the birth process of the IXV
(Intermediate eXperimental Vehicle) project?
Giorgio Tumino: to well understand the origin of this pro-
ject, it is important to refer to the esa assessment study
on experimental Vehicles, issued in september 2002,
concluding an important work conducted by esa, whose
objectives can be summarised as follows. In the beginning
of the 21st century, launch, re-entry and reusability issues
related to future launch vehicles, manned-space vehicles
activities and future science missions were receiving rene-
wed attention. a number of in-flight experimentation and
demonstration activities had been proposed to esa, so it
appeared necessary to harmonize them and to produce a
‘comprehensive assessment’ of all existing programmes
for experimental space Vehicles in europe considering the
different main aspects: programmatic, technical, industrial
policy and costs.  on the basis of the proposals evaluated,
three different experimentation levels – or classes of vehi-
cles – were clearly identified:
Class 1, ‘Flying Test Beds’ for experimentations aiming at
focusing on design tools validation, dedicated to a single
discipline and thus, not concept or system representative;
Class 2, ‘Intermediate Experimental Vehicle’ for experi-
mentations aiming at focusing on integration at system
level of key technologies;
Class 3, ‘Experimental Vehicles’ aiming at validation of a
combination of technologies and system design capabilities.

J.-P. S. – I assume that this Assessment Study had been
conducted within the framework of the so called FLPP (Future
Launchers Preparatory programme), is not it?
G.T. – no, the assessment study had been performed in the
period 2001- 2002, under the lead of the esa directorate of
technical and operational support (d/tos) with the involve-
ment of esa programmes directorates (e.g. launchers and

human space-flight), when the flPP was not yet existing.
then, the assessment study results  fed part of the flPP,
when it started its activities in  late 2004. from 2004 to 2008,
detailed studies aimed to precisely define the ‘class 2’
Intermediate experimental Vehicle (IxV) were pursued until a
point where it was possible to take the decision to effectively
give the green light for the development of the IxV and its
flight. although it took some time to prepare and freeze the
IxV mission and system baseline, you may observe that
considering its very high level of complexity, the time which
has elapsed between the kick-off meeting and the mission
execution is more than satisfactory:
• Kick-off Meeting in early 2009;
• Pdr (Preliminary design review) in end-2009;
• cdr (critical design review) in May 2011;
• Integration in 2013;
• etc (environmental test campaign) at estec in May-July

2014;
• frr (flight readiness review) in november/december

2014;
• successful mission performance on 11 february 2015.

J.-P. S. – What is the place of ‘IXV’ within the FLPP
Programme?
G.T. the IxV is not part of flPP since a while now, and toge-
ther with PrIde, the Programme of reusable In-orbit
demonstrators in europe, constitutes a stand-alone pro-
grammatic line with a programme office within the esa
directorate of launchers, with the intention to allow europe
to mature a routine access and return capability. 
PrIde takes aim at the acquisition of industrial and techno-
logy competencies in europe necessary to develop: (I) first,
reusable launchers stages able to compete with future com-
mercial markets; (II) robotic space exploration vehicles
(among others planet sample return projects); (III) space
transportation (cargo and also astronauts).  

J.-P. S. – What are the European States participating in IXV
mission?
G.T. – seven nations active 100% partners since 2003
(kick-off meeting): Belgium, france, Ireland, Italy, Portugal,
spain and switzerland. In addition two nations have sup-
ported the project from 2003 to 2008: Germany and the
netherlands (nl) (figure 1).

J.-P. S. – I assume that for conducting such a mission, it has
been necessary to set up a large permanent staff at ESA?
G.T. – not at all, the esa team is composed of approxima-
tely ten esa full time people only! this team was also
 integrating competences from other esa directorate and
establishments (esrIn, esoc, estec) for the coordination
and conduction of the tasks performed by a high number of
parties coming from industry, technology research and
 fundamental science.  

THE INTERMEDIATE EXPERIMENTAL VEHICLE
(IXV) OF ESA
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J.-P. S. – Let’s come back to IXV itself: what are its objectives,
in a more precise manner?
T.M. – IxV is a unique in-flight demonstrator, which is a com-
promise between the simple re-entry capsule and the win-
ged space plane (space shuttle). It is a lifting body using the
Vega launcher, an un-winged space-plane formula constitu-
ting a first in the world. 
the objective of IxV demonstrator is double:
• At System Level, to provide the shape design of a fully

european space plane capable of a controlled re-entry ;
• At technology level, to develop expertise and demonstrate

in-flight qualification in three basic areas: (i) high tempera-
tures protection systems (tPs); (ii) Guidance, navigation &
control (Gnc); (iii) models for aerodynamic behaviour and
aero-thermodynamic phenomena predictions for uncer-
tainty reduction and therefore minimization of the risks
involved. 

The hereafter description sheet allows better understand the
project’s rationale.

the highest IxV mission objective was to develop
european system and technological know-how for “return
from space”, a cornerstone to enable future ambitious
plans in the field of reusable launchers stages, return from
orbital infrastructures, planetary return missions. 
the IxV strategy was not only catching-up with respect to
international partners, but also stepping ahead, perfor-
ming the “intermediate” step, from the ard capsule flown
in 1998 towards ambitious space transportation systems
applications, by verifying critical system and technologies
aspects in conditions fully representative of a return from
leo with several “firsts”. 
therefore the IxV mission has pioneered:
• worldwide, a full reentry from orbital speeds with an 

un-winged lifting-body (integrating the simplicity of the
capsules and the performances of the winged bodies for
cross-range, down-range, and precision landing);

• worldwide, a full reentry from orbital speeds with large

advanced reusable ceramic matrix composites hot
structures (increasing the reusability and reliability with
respect to other existing solutions);

• in europe, a full reentry with combined use of rockets
and flaps for flight control (increasing the controllability
and maneuverability for precision landing with respect to
the flown ard capsule);

• in europe, a full reentry with advanced aerothermodyna-
mics experiments through a wider corridor than the ard
capsule.

J.-P. S. -  Do you estimate that we have acquired sufficient
background to appreciate the basic images, data and figures
obtained from the IXV mission?
G.T. – the figure 2 provides you with all major sensors active
during the flight. as regards the technology and science
data, they are presently under processing by many experts
spread over europe. I am pleased to precise here that we
have got 100% of the flight telemetry data as well as the
recorders’ data (infrared cameras included).  
the In-flight experimentation integrated more than 300
conventional and advanced sensors, with infra-red camera,
to reduce the design uncertainties for re-entry applications,
today requiring significant design margins at the expenses of
payload capabilities. 

J.-P. S. - What are the next major milestones to come now? Is
already a second IXV mission planned? 
G.T. – the first workshop to assess the IxV data will take
place before the coming summer 2015.

J.-P. S. – At what time horizon do you see the first mission of
a European Reusable Launcher?
G.T. - It is quite clear that the reusable launcher stages are
among our first interests. when the first launch? Your ques-
tion is very difficult, but we are already working on a reusa-
ble orbital demonstrator within the esa PrIde (Programme
for a reusable In-orbit demonstrator for europe) and I think
that a date around 2020 for its first launch could be conside-
red as reasonable target.  

J.-P. S. Among long-term perspectives, do you think that a
European manned space vehicle project could be envisaged
(Europe is the only major Space Power which has not the
capability to launch man in space)?
G.t. - today there are no consolidated plans to develop a
european manned space vehicle, in particular if considering
also the need to develop a european man-rated launch sys-
tem in parallel. for this reasons we are working bottom-up
on the maturation of the technologies for atmospheric re-
entry to get ready preparing the technological ground and
making more feasible future plans in this direction. 

J.-P. S. – May I ask you to conclude our talk to express your
wishes for the future of this exciting adventure?
G.T. - I have dedicated a significant professional effort to rea-
lization of this fantastic mission, from its conception to its
realization. the objective was to see europe growing in this

Figure 1. Among major IXV intervening parties
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direction effectively with a concrete flight experience and to
enable future ambitious plans. I could not be happier of the
extraordinary results of the mission, and of the momentum
created in europe around the mission  perspectives for the
future!

J.-P. S. – Thank you very much, and on behalf of the CEAS
Trustees, I am pleased to congratulate you for this IXV mis-
sion outstanding performance.  

TECHNICAL SHEET OF THE INTERMEDIATE EXPERIMEN-
TAL VEHICLE ‘IXV’
General characteristics
• length: 5 m
• wingspan: 2.2 m
• height: 1.5 m
• empty weight: 480 kg
• loaded weight: 1,900 kg with propulsion module

Design
IxV used a lifting body arrangement with no wings and two
movable flaps for re-entry flight control. 
the airframe was based on a traditional hot-structure/
cold-structure arrangement, and is supported on-orbit by
a separate manoeuvring and support module similar to the
resource Module intended for hermes.
the avionics were controlled by a leon2-ft microproces-
sor, and interconnected by a MIl-std-1553B serial bus.
Power: Batteries 

Giorgio Tumino graduated at
the University of Rome “La
Sapienza” in Aerospace
Engineering cum laude.
Initially in 1995 he joined ESA
Technical Directorate at
ESTEC in Noordwijk (The
Netherlands) working first in
the areas of aerothermodyna-

mics and propulsion, and then in the area of high
temperature materials and thermal protection sys-
tems.  In 2004 he moved to ESA Headquarters in
Paris to join the Directorate of Launchers to work
on the IXV mission early conception. Now he is
heading the IXV and PRIDE programme office.

Vega VV04 IXV Liftoff 11 February 2015

Figure 2
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Mission
• launch date: 11 february 2015, 13:40:00 utc
• launch vehicle: Vega VV04
• launch site: european spaceport, Kourou (french

Guiana)
• landing site: Pacific ocean, just west of the Galapagos
• Islands
• regime : suborbital
• range: 7,500 km
• Maximum speed: 7700 m/s
• Maximum altitude: 412 km

IxV separated from Vega at altitude 340 km and continued
up to 412 km.
as it descended, it decelerated from hypersonic to super-
sonic speed. the entry speed at 7.5 km/s at altitude 120
km, it created the same conditions as those for a space
vehicle returning from leo.
IxV glided through the atmosphere before parachutes
deployed to slow the descent further for a safe splash-
down in the Pacific ocean.  
the Mission control centre at the advanced logistics
technology engineering centre (altec) of turin (Italy)
monitored the IxV during the flight, receiving flight and ins-
trument data from the ground network stations (Gabon,
Kenya and nos aries recovery ship).
re-entry was accomplished in a nose-high attitude (like
the space shuttle) with manoeuvring accomplished by rol-
ling out-of-plane and then lifting in that direction in the
same manner as an airplane.
landing was accomplished by parachutes ejected through
the top of the vehicle.
recovery was accomplished by the nos aries ship.

IXV floating and waiting for recovery 
© ESA–Tommaso Javidi, 2015

IXV coming home
© ESA

Checking IXV for residual hydrazine © ESA

Vega VV04 fully assembled in its mobile gantry
© ESA–M. Pedoussaut, 2015
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sentInel-1: In the end of March, haVInG orBIted
earth More than 5300 tIMes, whIle ProVIdInG
radar VIsIon for euroPe’s coPernIcus Pro-
GraMMe, thIs satellIte – the fIrst of coPernI-
cus ProGraMMe – has coMPleted a sucessful
fIrst Year.

the satellite carries an advanced radar to provide an all-
weather, day-and-night supply of images of earth’s surface.
Just weeks after its launch from europe’s spaceport in
french Guiana, its imagery was already being used to assist
in emergency responses. some of its first images were cru-
cial in helping authorities in namibia and the Balkans
decide how to respond to a serious floods – both while the
satellite was still in its early commissioning phase.

sentinel-1a’s began supplying data operationally in
october. within days, experts began using the data to
monitor the marine environment. this included the produc-
tion of ice charts, showing the details of ice conditions in a
variety of regions, including the warnings of icebergs drif-

ting in shipping routes to alert vessels.
over the year, sentinel-1a has also been used to monitor
ice loss from ice caps and ice sheets, such as the
austfonna ice cap in norway’s svalbard archipelago. the
first dedicated campaign observing the Greenland ice
sheet was completed in March 2015.
additionally, its data have been used to map ground move-
ments related to earthquakes in the us’s napa Valley, as
well as movements from the fogo and Villarrica volcanoes.
the plethora of results that make sentinel-1a’s first year
such a success wouldn’t be possible without the rapid data
dissemination and the copernicus open access policy.
to date, more than 6000 users have registered to access
the 83 000 online data products. since the data became
available in october, over half a million downloads have
been made so far – the equivalent of about 680 terabytes
of data.

to assist with data processing, product reading and analy-
sis, the sentinel-1 toolbox is being used by over 1000
users in 70 countries.

COPERNICUS

Iraq and Eastern Turkey

This image combines two scans from Sentinel-1A’s radar on 3 and 15 October 2014 over Iraq and Eastern Turkey. Colours come
from the combined coherence and intensity information and show a wealth of information on the landscape. Assigning certain
colours to certain features on the ground requires a more detailed analysis. 
© Copernicus data (2014)/ESA/PPO.labs/Norut by SEOM InSARap

J.-P. S. from information provided by ESA
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Galileo satellites launched@Arianespace

Galileo 7 and 8 (full operational capability satellites) lifted
off on 27March 2015 at 21:46 GMt from Kourou on top of
soyuz rocket.

all the soyuz stages performed as planned, with the fregat
upper stage releasing the satellites into their target orbit
close to 23,500 km altitude about 3 hours 48 minutes after
liftoff. the two satellites, following initial checks, are going
to be handed over to the Galileo control centre in
oberpfaffenhofen (Germany) and the Galileo in-orbit tes-
ting facility in redu (Belgium) for testing before becoming
operational, by mid-year.

the new pair joins the six satellites already launched: In-
orbit Validation (IoV) satellites 1 & 2 (october 2011) and 3
& 4 (october 2012), plus the full operational capability
(foc) satellites 5 & 6 (august 2014). 

note: the launch of 7-8 was initially set for late 2014 but was
suspended pending investigation of the anomaly in the
Soyuz’s upper stage that left FOC Galileo 5 and 6 in an
incorrect, lower orbit. The origin of the anomaly, a freezing of
the hydrazine propellant line, has been corrected, allowing
deployment to resume. 

four more satellites are in testing or final integration and
scheduled for launch in the end of 2015. It can be said that
we are approaching the cruise mode of production.   

WITH THE SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF 
GALILEO SATELLITES 7 AND 8 ON 27 MARCH
THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE GALILEO CONS -
TEL LATION IS RESTARTING!

J.-P. S. from information provided by ESA
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5-7 May • IATA – 2015 cabin operations safety conference – Paris (france) – le Méridien etoile – www.iata.org/events/

11-13 May • ESA – astra 2015 – 13th symposium on advanced space technologies in robotics and automation –
noordwijk (nl) – esa/estec – www.congrexprojects.com/2015-events/15a07/  

12 May • RAeS – human factors in engineering – the next generation -engineering Innovation day 2015 – cranfield
(uK) – cranfield university Vincent Building auditorium – www.aerosociety.com/events/  

13-14 May • FSF – Bass 2015 – 60th annual Business aviation safety summit – weston, fl (usa) – Bonaventure
resort and spa – www.flightsafety.org

18-20 May • ARA – atmospheric re-entry conference – arcachon (france) – Palais des congrès
www.avantage-aquitaine.com

18-20 May • ESA – trIsMac 2015 – frascati (Italy) – esa/esrIn  
www.congrexprojects.com/2015-events/trismac2015/general 

18-22 May • ESA/CNES – 2nd sMos science conference  - soil Moisture ocean salinity satellite data applications –
Madrid (spain) – esa/esac – www.smos2015.info/

19-21 May • EBAA/NBAA – EBACE 2015 – Geneva (switzerland) – Palexpo Geneva International airport – 
www.ebace.aero/  

25-27 May • 22nd St-Petersburg International Conference on Integrated Navigation Systems – saint-Petersburg
(russia) – www.elektropribor.spb.ru

02-03 June • RAeS – delivering weapon systems  effects contrast piloted/remotely-piloted platforms -  Malvern (uK) –
QinetiQ Malvern technology centre – st andrews rd – www.aerosociety.com/events

02-03 June • EUROCONTROL/ERA – Forum – safety and automation in aviation – Brussels (Belgium) – eurocon-
trol/hQ – www.skybrary.aero/index.php/Portal:automation_and_safety

02-05 June • ESA – sentinel-3 for science workshop – Venice (Italy) – Palzzo del casino – lido –
www.seom.esa.int/s3forscience2015/

07-12 June • ESA/ANDOYA SPACE CENTRE – 22nd ESA Symposium on Rocket and Balloon Programme – tromso
(norway) – www.pac.spaceflight.esa.int – www.pac.spaceflight.esa.int

8-10 June • ESA – xMM-newton 2015 science workshop – Madrid (spain) – esa/esac – www.xmm.esac.esa.int/ 

09-10 June • NATO/EUROCONTROL – neascoG/37 : atM security conference, workshop and exhibition – Brussels
(Belgium) – eurocontrol/hQ – www.eurocontrol.int/neascog-37

09-10 June • RAeS – future challenges in flight simulation – london (uK) – raes/hQ – www.aerosociety.com/events

09-11 June • 3AF/SEE – ettc 2015 – toulouse (france) – centre de conférences Pierre Baudis – www.ettc2015.org

09-12 June • 3AF – 11th International conference on Missile defence – Barcelona (spain) – Palay de congressos de
catalunya – www.missile-defence.com  - www.3af.fr 

10-12 June • EASA/FAA – easa/faa International aviation safety conference – Brussels (Belgium) –
www.easa.europa.eu

YEAR 2015
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15-19 June • ESA – 12th International Planetary Probe workshop (IPPw-12) – cologne (Germany) – hyatt regency –
www.planetaryprobe.eu/   

15-21 June • SIAE/GIFAS– International Paris air show 2015 – le Bourget (france) – www.siae.fr/

16-17 June • ESA – european Ground system architecture workshop (esaw) – darmstadt (Germany) – esa/esoc –
www.congrexprojects.com/2015-events/15a06/introduction

16-19 June • AIAA – 7th International conference on recent advances in space technologies – rast 2015 – Istanbul
(turkey) – www.rast.org.tr

22-25 June • SAE International – International conference on Icing of aircraft, engines and structures – Prague (czech
republic) – hotel International Prague – www.sae.org/events/icing/

22-26 June • AIAA – aIaa aVIatIon 2015 – dallas, tx (usa) – aIaa aviation and aeronautics forum and exposition –
16 specialized conferences among which the 21st aIaa/ceas aeroacoustics conference –
www.aiaa.org/event/

24-26 June • ACI Europe – 25th acI europe General assembly – Prague (czech republic) – hilton Prague 
www.aci-europe-events.com

28 June-2 July • TsAGI/CEAS/AIAA – IFASD 2015 – 16th International forum on aeroelasticity and structural dynamics
– saint Petersburg (russia) – solo sokos hotel Palace Bridge – www.ifasd2015.com/  

29-30 June • ERCOFTAC – 11th conference on synthetic turbulence Models – lyon (france) – ecl ecully
www.ercoftac.org/ 

29 June-3 July • EUCASS – eucass 2015 – Krakow (Poland) – www.eucass2015.eu/

6-9 July • AIAA – 20th aIaa International space Planes and technologies – Glasgow (uK) – strathclyde university,
technology and Innovation centre – www.aiaa.org/hypersonics2015

12-16 July • AIAA – International conference on environmental systems – Bellevue, wa (usa) –
www.depts.ttu.edu/ceweb/ices

27-29 July • AIAA – aIaa Propulsion and energy 2015 forum and exposition + 51st aIaa/sae/asee Joint Propulsion
conference + 13th International energy conversion engineering conference -  orlando, fl (usa) –
www.aiaa.org/ 

9-13 August • AAS/AIAA – 2015 astrodynamics specialist conference – Vail, co (usa) –
www.spaceflight.org/docs/2015_astro.html

13-16 August • TAWAIN – taipei aerospace defense technology exhibition – taipei (taiwan) – www.tadte.com.tw 

20-23 August • CHINA – shenyang International air show – faku caihu airport – faku shenyang liaoning (china) –
www.aero-shenyang.com

31 August-02 September • AIAA – aIaa sPace 2015 forum and exposition – Pasadena, ca (usa) – www.aiaa.org/

01-04 Sept. • ERF 2015 – DGLR/CEAS – Munich (Germany) – www.erf2015.de   www.erf2015.dglr.de 

07-09 Sept. • ECCOMAS – 5th eccoMas conference on Mechanical response of composites – Bristol (uK)
www.bristol.ac.uk/composites/  

07-10 Sept. • AIAA – 33rd aIaa International communications satellite systems conference and exhibition –
Icssc-2015 – Gold coast (australia) – www.satcomspace.org
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07-11 September • CEAS – CEAS 2015 Conference – delft (nl) – www.ceas2015.org 

16 Sept. • RAeS – conference future trends in certification if advanced technology structures – Bristol (uK) – national
composites centre – Bristol & Bath science Park – www.aerosociety.com/events

22-25 Sept. • 3AF/AIAA – aners 2015 – aircraft noise and emissions reduction symposium – la rochelle (france)
www.3af.fr 

23-24 Sept. • RAeS – conference flight crew Instruction, selection, skills & supply – london (uK) - raes/hQ
www.aerosociety.com/events

23-24 Sept. • 3AF/AIAA/CEAS – x-noise/ceas workshop - la rochelle (france) – www.3af.fr 

07-08 October • RAeS – President’s conference 2015 – uas + detect & avoid workshop – london (uK) - raes/hQ
www.aerosociety.com/events         

12-16 October • IAF – Iac 2015 – 66th International astronautical congress - Jerusalem (Israel) – congress centre
www.iac2015.org/   

12-16 October • ESA – exploring the universe with Jwst – noordwijk (nl) – esa/estec – www.congrexprojects.com/

13-14 October • Aviation Week – Mro europe 2015 conference and exhibition – london (uK) – excel london
www.mroeurope.aviationweek.com/euro15/public/ 

20-23 October • EC – AERODAYS 2015 – “aviation in europe – Innovating for Growth” : the 7th edition of the
aeronautics days, the flagship event in europe for aviation r&td - london (uK) 
www.adsfarnborough.co.uk/aerodays-2015/  www.aerodays2015.com

20-25 October • SEOUL– seoul International aerospace & defense exhibition 2015 – seoul (south Korea) – seoul
airport, seongnam air Base – www.seouladex.com

23 October • RAeS – Greener by design conference – london (uK) - raes/hQ – www.aerosociety.com/events    

28 October – 01 November • CHINA – aero asia 2015 – Zhuhai, Guangdong (china)
www.aero-expo.com/aero-en/Visitors/news/aero-asia-2015.php 

08-12 November • Dubai– dubai air show 2015 – dubai (uae) – dubai world central – al Maktoum, Jebel ali –
www.dubaiairshow.aero

09-13 November • COSPAR– cosPar 2015: 2nd cosPar symposium – foz do Iguaçu (Brazil) – congress centre –
www.events.eoportal.org/web/ 

11-12 November • RAeS – flight simulation conference – london (uK) - raes/hQ – www.aerosociety.com/events  

25-27 November • ASTech – 1st Metallic Materials and Processes Industrial challenges – deauville (france) –
www.pole-astech.org

26-27 November • RAeS – Predicting the fatal flaw in aviation safety –  airways training centre - crawley west sussex
rh 10 9lx – www.aerosociety.com/events
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