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WHAT IS THE CEAS ?

The Council of European Aerospace Societies (CEAS) is an International
Non-Profit Association, with the aim to develop a framework within which
the major Aerospace Societies in Europe can work together.
It presently comprises 14 Member Societies: 3AF (France), AIAE (Spain),
AIDAA (Italy), CzAeS (Czech Republic), DGLR (Germany), FTF (Sweden),
HAES (Greece), IIK (Finland), NVvL (Netherlands), PSAS (Poland), RAeS
(United Kingdom), SVFW (Switzerland), TsAGI (Russia) and EUROAVIA.
Following its establishment as a legal entity conferred under Belgium Law,
this association began its operations on January 1st, 2007.
Its basic mission is to add value at a European level to the wide range of
services provided by the constituent Member Societies, allowing for
greater dialogue between the latter and the European institutions,
governments, aerospace and defence industries and academia.
The CEAS is governed by a Board of Trustees, with representatives of
each of the Member Societies.

Its Head Office is located in Belgium: 
c/o DLR – Rue du Trône 98 – 1050 Brussels.

www.ceas.org

WHAT DOES CEAS 
OFFER YOU ?
KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER:
• A well-found structure for Technical Committees

HIGH-LEVEL EUROPEAN CONFERENCES

• Technical pan-European events dealing with specific disciplines and the
broader technical aspects

• The CEAS European Air and Space Conferences: every two years, a
Technical oriented Conference, and alternating every two years also, a
Public Policy & Strategy oriented Conference 

PUBLICATIONS:
• Position/Discussion papers on key issues
• CEAS Aeronautics Journal 
• CEAS Space Journal
• CEAS Quarterly Bulletin

RELATIONSHIPS AT A EUROPEAN LEVEL:
• European Commission 
• European Parliament
• ASD (AeroSpace and Defence Industries Association of Europe), EASA

(European Aviation Safety Agency), EDA (European Defence Agency),
ESA (European Space Agency),  EUROCONTROL

• Other European organisations

EUROPEAN PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION:
• Directory of European Professionals

HONOURS AND AWARDS:
• Annual CEAS Gold Medal to recognize outstanding achievement
• Medals in technical areas to recognize achievement

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL AEROSPACE FORUM

SPONSORING

THE CEAS 
MANAGEMENT
BOARD

IT IS STRUCTURED AS FOLLOWS:

• General Functions:  President, Director
General, Finance, External Relations &
Publications, Awards and Membership.

• Two Technical Branches:
– Aeronautics Branch
– Space Branch

Each of these two Branches, composed of
specialized Technical Committees, is placed
under the authority of a dedicated Chairman.

THE OFFICERS OF THE BOARD IN 2010:

President: Pierre Bescond
pierre.bescond@laposte.net

Vice-President, Finance: Pierre Bescond

Vice-President, Publications and External
Relations: François Gayet
francois.gayet@asd-europe.org

Vice-President, Awards and Membership: 
Kaj Lundahl 
klundahl@bredband.net

Director General: Ms Mercedes Oliver Herrero
(including Financial Management)
Mercedes.Oliver@military.airbus.com

Chairman of the Aeronautics Branch: 
Christophe Hermans  
christophe.hermans@nlr.nl

Chairman of the Space Branch: 
Constantinos Stavrinidis
constantinos.stavrinidis@esa.int

Chairman of the Programme Coordination
Committee: François Gayet

Editor-in-Chief of the Quarterly Bulletin: 
Jean-Pierre Sanfourche
jpsanfourche@dbmail.com

Quarterly Bulletin, Design & Page Setting
Sophie Bougnon
soboo@club-internet.fr
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EDITORIAL

Editorial
CEAS 2011 IN VENICE: FLYING TO THE FUTURE

C
EAS 2011 will be a joint event merging the third
CEAS European Air and Space Conference and
the twenty-first Congress of the Italian Association

of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIDAA). This Asso-
ciation, which will be hosting CEAS 2011, has chosen
that most famous of cities, Venice, for its location.
Following the successful CEAS 2007 in Berlin and
CEAS 2009 in Manchester, CEAS 2011 will be again
a very good opportunity for European aerospace
industries and institutions, research establishments,
education and training centres as well as associa-
tions to present their works and points of view and to
exchange information, debating innovative concepts
and technical processes in aeronautics and space.
Innovation should be at the heart of the event, this is
the reason for its title: “Flying to the future”. 
The two primary objectives of the Venice Conference
are to promote the sharing of knowledge and to
contribute to the reinforcement of co-operation net-
works within the European Air and Space domain.
The subjects put on the programme will cover a wide
spectrum, including purely technical topics, opera-
tions, human factors, safety and security, certifica-
tion and airworthiness, industry and market and
aerospace research and development infrastructure. 
Moreover, particular initiatives are being taken with a
view to facilitating student participation in the
Conference, recognising that preparation for the
future is to a great extent in the hands of youth. This
is why it is so important to attract our best scientific
students towards Air and Space! 
In addition, many technical tours are foreseen as well
as tourist visits for the delegates and the accompa-
nying persons.
It is clear that the organisers are making all necessary
arrangements to ensure that CEAS 2011 is a suc-
cess, but this objective will be fully realised “if and
only if” on the one hand, the attendance is large –
above 500 – and on the other hand, the proportion of
non-Italian delegates is quite significant, let’s say
above 30 percent.

The CEAS comprises now sixteen Member Societies,
with the recent admission of Czech Aerospace
Society, Romanian Aeronautics and Space
Association, von Karman Institute of Belgium and
EUROAVIA, the excellent Association for Aerospace
Students placed under the aegis of Delft University.
Sixteen is quite an impressive number, if we remem-
ber that five years ago, we still were only eight.
So, it seems to me that all conditions are met to suc-
ceed: we must and we can!

Jean-Pierre Sanfourche
Editor-in-Chief, 
CEAS Quarterly Bulletin
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THE LIFE OF THE CEAS

The 15th trustees’ board meeting of the CEAS was held

on 2 December 2010 at the CEAS/DLR Office, Rue du

Trône 98 in Brussels.

Election and confirmation of officers

Dr Joachim Szodruch expressed his intention to cease as
CEAS President. He proposed Mr Pierre Bescond (3AF) as
candidate and his appointment was unanimously approved
by the Board of Trustees. The latter thanked Dr Szodruch
for all his excellent work over the past two years.
The Board of Trustees also approved unanimously to
appoint Mr François Gayet Vice-President for Publications
and External Relations for a two-year period. Mr Pierre
Bescond accepted to continue holding the position of
Vice-President for Finance, with the support of 
Ms Mercedes Oliver Herrero as Finance Manager.

Two new Associate Members
• The Czech Aeronautical Society.
The CzAeS has been admitted as new Associate Member of
the CEAS. Dr Szodruch welcomed and thanked Prof. Daniel
Hanus, representative of this Society. Prof. Hanus took the
opportunity to introduce the CzAeS. The letter he had
addressed to Ms Oliver on 20 November 2010 to confirm the
application of CzAeS is reproduced in pages 5-6.
• EUROAVIA
EUROAVIA, the European Association for Aerospace
Students, was confirmed as Associate Member.

A new Full Member
• The Polish Society for Aeronautics and Astronautics
(PSAA) was admitted as Full Corporate Member.

Two future Associate Members
Two organisations have applied to be admitted as CEAS
Members:
– VKI, von Karman Institute for Fluid Dynamics, from

Belgium, a non-profit international association founded in
1956 for the advancement of the study and application of
the science of fluid dynamics in the NATO countries; it is
to be noticed that this institute, in contrast to traditional
academic institutions, provides training in research,
through research: see pages 7-8.

– AAAR, Romanian Aeronautical & Astronautical Asso-
ciation, which groups most of the Romanian aircraft engi-
neers, located in Romania, Europe and North America:
see page 9.  

Both organisations showed their interest to join CEAS
some time ago and they addressed their formal application
letters in the end of 2010.

Web/Internet
Ms Oliver presented a proposal for design and mainte-
nance of a new web page including hosting.

THE 15th TRUSTEES BOARD MEETING

Conference Programming Management Information
System (CPMIS)
Mr Gayet and Mr Sanfourche presented a preliminary pro-
posal of “CPMIS”, a computerized tool aimed at keeping
an overview of the major global aerospace events and at
rationalizing the CEAS event programming. A decision
concerning the implementation of this project should be
taken on the occasion of the next PCC (Programme
Coordination Committee) meeting, Madrid 31 March.

CEAS registration
CEAS is registered on the European Commission Research
Participant Portal and its Participant Identification Code
(PIC) is 997741807. Ms Oliver has been appointed as
“Legal Entity Appointed Representative”.
Next meetings:
– 31 March in Madrid: PCC meeting, CEAS Awards mee-

ting, 16th Board Meeting;
– 23 June in Paris: PCC meeting, 17th board Meeting;
– 19 October in Venice: PCC meeting, 18th Board Meeting.

THE AWARD CEREMONY: ALL HONOUR

TO PROF. ERNESTO VALLERANI

In the evening of Thursday 1st December 2010, at the ope-
ning of the CEAS Gala Dinner in the Conrad Hotel of
Brussels, Prof. Ing. Ernesto Vallerani received from the
hands of the CEAS President Joachim Szodruch the pres-
tigious CEAS Golden Award.

Ernesto Vallerani had played in the seventies and eighteens
quite a distinguished role in the Spacelab programme. He
was in 1991-1996 President and Chairman of the Board of
Alenia Spazio, and in 1996-1998 President of Finmeca-
nica-Alenia Aerospazio. In particular, in this last position,
the realisation of the logistic module for the International
Space Station (ISS) is due to him.
His contributions to the scientific community have been
notably exercised during his presidency of the AIDAA and
also in his capacity of CEAS President in 1995 and 2001. 

On Thursday 1st December, the traditional CEAS Gala Dinner
took place in the Conrad Hotel. On this occasion, President
Szodruch presented the CEAS Golden Award to Prof.
Vallerani. Standing up in the bottom: on the left, Joachim
szodruch; on the right, Ernesto Vallerani expressing his
thanks to the CEAS management. 
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THE LIFE OF THE CEAS

THE CZECH AERONAUTICAL SOCIETY: 
OUR NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBER
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THE LIFE OF THE CEAS

THE BELGIAN VON KARMAN INSTITUTE:
FUTURE ASSOCIATE MEMBER
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THE LIFE OF THE CEAS

THE AAAR,  FUTURE ASSOCIATE MEMBER
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THE LIFE OF THE CEAS

This year was filled with intensive work in many areas and
to start with we can be very grateful for the many highly
engaged and enthusiastic colleagues we have in the Board
of CEAS. They all have worked hard to bring our society
forward and to achieve the goals we have set ourselves at
the beginning of this year. Of course also all of the active
members from the all our societies have contributed to the
success of 2010 in their specific field. Thank you all for this
great achievement!  We strengthened our position of being
the only general Aeronautics and Space Society in Europe. 
On 17th December 2009 in Brussels, I was re-elected as
President continuing the programme established by the
former Trustees under his leadership.  
Board meetings during the year 2010 have taken place at
the NLR in Amsterdam (23 April), in Hamburg during the
DGLR Annual Conference (2 September) and in the DLR
offices in Brussels (2 December). We are very grateful to
the local hosts of all the CEAS Board meetings. We had an
excellent reception at all the various places. This year
again we have seen a number of changes in the Board and
all the outgoing representatives devoted quite some time
and effort to CEAS. The following changes occurred: 
There was a discussion initiated by the President concer-
ning the role and future position of the Branch Chiefs. It
was concluded that we urgently need these two positions
for organising the technical work efficiently across Europe.
Thus at the Amsterdam meeting Joachim Szodruch resi-
gned as the interim Branch Chief Aeronautics. He gave an
update on the status of the Branch and was happy to
report that Christophe Hermans was ready to take over this
position. The Board of Trustees agreed unanimously to
appoint  Christophe Hermans Chairman of CEAS
Aeronautics Branch. 
With the changes in the Spanish Society we also had to
appoint a new Vice-President Finance. Pierre Bescond
volunteered for this position and the Board unanimously
approved his appointment. In order to ease the handling of
our accounts the Board unanimously appointed Mercedes
Oliver as  the new Finance Manager a position newly for-
med which will greatly improve the efficiency of our opera-
tion in the hands of the General Director. All necessary

changes with the bank account have been successfully
completed as well.
After forming a new Programme Coordination Committee
(PCC), we were informed at the Amsterdam meeting that
this group has taken now all the necessary steps in mem-
bership and tools to be used to work efficiently in the
future. François Gayet was appointed Chairman of the
PCC, he will be assisted by Jean-Pierre Sanfourche as
Executive Secretary. These nominations were unanimously
approved by the Board. 
The President thanked all newly appointed members for
their willingness to serve CEAS and wished them good
luck and success in the new position. Furthermore it needs
to be mentioned that the former VP Finance Antonio
Martin-Carrillo Dominguez contributed greatly to the CEAS
goals and successes. The President and all the Trustees
thanked him for his intensive and engaged work.
The Board meeting of 2nd December 2010 in Brussels was
preceded by the 5th General Assembly meeting and a num-
ber of changes in the Board of Trustees membership
occurred. The admission of the Polish Society as full
Member of the CEAS was unanimously approved, as well
as the admission of the Czech Aerorospace Society as
Associate Member. 

One of the major goals in 2010 was the successful intro-
duction of our more political influenced bi-annual confe-
rence series, here the CEAS conference “Aerospace for
Europe – more than just flying” in Brussels on 1st and 2nd
of December. From the start this was arranged in coopera-
tion with ASD and was embedded in a larger action of
ASD, the “Aeroweek” in the European Parliament. [...]

Other European Conferences were performed successfully
as well. As one of the annual events the 38th European
Rotorcraft Forum (ERF) was held in September in Paris.
Again it demonstrated that the ERF is one of the premier
events in the industry’s calendar bringing together manu-
facturers, research establishments, academia, operators
and regulatory agencies to discuss advances in research,
development, design, manufacturing, testing and opera-
tion of rotorcraft. The Board decided to support this event
with sponsoring the Cheeseman Award which is now a
dedicated plague with inscriptions, containing both CEAS
and ERF logo’s.
In June the 16th AIAA / CEAS Aeroacoustics Conference
was held in Stockholm. This conference as well has esta-
blished itself as the premier international forum for the field
of aeroacoustics. It offers scientists and engineers from
industry, government, and universities an exceptional
opportunity to exchange knowledge and results from cur-
rent studies and to discuss directions for future research.
Also for the first time it was decided by the Board that
CEAS is sponsoring the best student paper with a mone-
tary award.

CEAS ANNUAL REPORT 2010

By Joachim Szodruch

“
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As part of improving the overall conference programme
CEAS also supports the initiation of new conferences. The
Board was informed by Prof. Florian Holzapfel about the 1st

CEAS Specialist Conference on Guidance, Navigation and
Control to be hosted by DGLR in Munich in April 2011.
Most of the CEAS countries are represented in the
International Technical Committee. 
Due to our commitment and discussions with the European
Commission the planned ‘Aerodays’ conference on 30-31
March and 1st April 2011 will be supported by CEAS. Two
events are planned: a European student competition as
well as a local (Madrid) organised paper flying competition
with school kids.
Finally the 2011 CEAS Air and Space conference will be
held in Venice. Two excellent proposals from the Swedish
and the Italian societies were presented and in a very close
vote we decided for Venice. Thanks again to all who were
involved and we all agreed to consider Sweden for the next
conference.
Another goal was to start this year a new era for scientific
publications in the field of aeronautics and the air transport
system as well as for space. The Aeronautical and the
Space Journal are collecting papers for the two CEAS
Journals. The process was slow and we all need to support
the launch of these important Journals by an even more
intensive communication of all the member societies.
Again this year we saw an impressive improvement and an
increase in the interest in our CEAS Bulletin. We continue
the distribution towards representatives from the European
Commission, European Parliament, European professional
organisations, research and industry in general.
Our cooperation with other countries or organisation will be
further strengthened by the proposed  MoU between CEAS
and the European Association for Aviation Psychology
(EAAP). The MoU is supposed to be signed in the Brussel
meeting in December. 

In summary 2010 was quite a successful year for CEAS.
Unfortunately not everything could be mentioned in this
report but every little detail of work was of importance to
our progress. Based on the goals set by the President we
can conclude :

• The preparation by ASD / DGLR of the CEAS 2010 politi-
cal Conference in Brussels was excellent and engaged
also thanks to all supporting societies. Now we only can
hope to have started successfully our new bi-annual stra-
tegy and policy conference. 

• The publication of two new Aeronautical and Space
Journals by the end of this year has been not been rea-
ched, however we came actually very close as the first
issues should appear soon.

• Concerning our young people activities we started discus-
sions with Euroavia and we will support students for the
CEAS conference in Brussels as well as for the Aerodays
2011.

• We did fill our empty positions notably the new Branch
Chief for Aeronautics and the VP Finance.

• We enlarged our perimeter by adding new European
Aerospace Societies to our CEAS Membership.

• We successfully started the preparation for new
conferences. 

Those of you who are heavily engaged in CEAS and also
the supporting members of CEAS, we all can be proud of
what has been achieved so far. This is a result of our
common efforts as well as your personal achievements
and I would like to thank you all for that.

Joachim Szodruch
President of CEAS in 2010
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Jean-Pierre Sanfourche interviewed
Mr Pierre Bescond, the new CEAS
President

J.-P. S.: You joined the CEAS
Management Board in October 2009
at the time of the CEAS European Air
& Space Conference held in
Manchester, i. e. one and a half year
ago: how do you perceive our

Association, generally speaking?
P.B.: True, I was new to this organisation when for the first
time I attended the CEAS Board of Trustees on the 28th of
October 2009 in Manchester. Therefore I had no preconcei-
ved idea about it, except perhaps a slight favourable opi-
nion because I am one of those who are convinced Europe
is the way to go. 
I must say I was impressed by the structured CEAS mana-
gement, by the clear sharing of responsibilities, and also by
the way all trustees allowed their President Dr Szodruch to
very professionally and efficiently lead the discussions and
the decision making process. It is with the greatest plea-
sure that I noticed the excellent team spirit around the
table, each and every trustee very intentionally and signifi-
cantly contributing to the emergence of our young Council.
I remember saying to myself: “Here we do have a wonder-
ful tool to help develop an excellent collaboration between
the National Aerospace Societies”.
I wish to seize the opportunity of this interview to express
my gratitude to the people who built up this organisation
and to address my predecessor Dr Joachim Szodruch my
warmest thanks for the remarkable impulse he gave.  
After this first contact, I actively attended the various CEAS
meetings and events. They allowed me to naturally shar-
pen my judgment. Although I do confirm the statements I
made earlier, to me it clearly appears necessary that we
more precisely define and describe the fundamental mis-
sion and goals of CEAS and we more accurately set its
scope. Simply and clearly said, how do we better serve the
Member Societies, what added value do we bring them?
As a matter of fact, some basic questions we must try to
answer are the following:
– How do we effectively and efficiently help the Member

Societies in their development of fruitful collaboration
plans? (complementarity)

– What can only be offered by CEAS (the “principle of
subsidiarity”)? 

– Can we facilitate the initiation of powerful synergies and
how?

J.-P.S.: In your opinion, the CEAS should not try to replace
the national associations, but on the contrary should sup-
port national initiatives in developing synergies at a
European level. Do I correctly understand you?
P.B.: Exactly so. The CEAS actions have to be conceived
and then implemented from a confederation’s rather than
from a federation’s perspective. In analogy with chemistry,

I would say that CEAS has to play a catalytic role: the cata-
lyst does not appear in the equation of the chemical reac-
tion, but it facilitates it and in certain cases, without it the
reaction would not take place. CEAS can also act as an
amplifier of communications and co-operative actions bet-
ween the Member Societies. We never must interfere with
them, but I’m sure we can help extend the perimeter of
their action in the European context.  We also possibly may
foster bi-lateral co-operation on some specific subjects.

J.-P.S.: What are the basic tools you plan to use for deve-
loping communication between the Members?
P.B.: The CEAS Quarterly Bulletin for the development of
which you are conducting an intensive and very appreciated
work, the Programme Coordination Committee (PCC) chai-
red by François Gayet, and the CEAS Web Site currently
being redesigned by our Director General Mercedes Oliver.
Those three tools should be strongly activated, and in addi-
tion, we should increase the opportunities of direct contacts.

J.-P.S.: What lessons did you learn from the Manchester
Conference, our latest CEAS European Air & Space
Conference?
P.B.: This event was remarkably well organised by the
Royal Aeronautical Society (RAeS), all presentations were
of high standing and there also was the launch of EYAP
(European Young Aerospace Professionals), quite an
important initiative. But I was very disappointed when I dis-
covered the extremely low proportion of non-UK delegates
and the insufficient number of non-UK presentations. The
CEAS contribution obviously was way below RAeS expec-
tations and it perfectly illustrates what I said before: our
catalytic role was too weak! Well, we are on a learning
curve and it is essential to define appropriate ways to do
much better in the future.  

J.-P.S.: Do you already have any suggestions in mind?
P.B.: No definite suggestions, I must confess. If it were easy
we would already have done it. We may well have to go
through a trial and error process. I do expect that the trus-
tees as always will make interesting proposals. Perhaps
will we have to set up a brainstorming group in charge,
through a multinational approach, of elaborating proposals
for practical and effective solutions. Presently the only
thing I can tell you is “yes we should do better, yes we can,
and yes we will!” 

J.-P.S.: DGLR is organising a Technical Conference on a
single and specific topic “Guidance, Navigation and
Control”: this Conference called “CEAS GNC 2011” will
take place in Munich this April. What do you think about
this initiative?
P.B.: I think it is a superb initiative and we must strongly
encourage the development of such conferences, for the
following reasons:  
– Organised under the aegis of CEAS, co-badged, as my

PIERRE BESCOND INTERVIEW
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British friends would say, by DGLR and CEAS, this confe-
rence will benefit from a wider panel of experts.

– The themes dealt with will be approached from a
European perspective.

– Concentrated on one topic only, the attendance will be
homogeneous and much better motivated because all
delegates will be “GNC” experts.

It is my conviction that this event is a line to be followed in
the future. We should further promote this excellent
concept of “double-badged” technical conferences (CEAS
+ the proposing National Association at the helm). 

J.-P.S: Conversely, do you consider that to choose a
Conference central theme covering too broad a spectrum
constitutes an additional obstacle towards success?
P.B.: I fear so. When we prepare a “general” aerospace
conference, it is absolutely necessary to carefully set the
limits of its perimeter by precisely answering the following
questions: What are the objectives? What is the target
attendance? Does the foreseen central subject correspond
to a high level shared concern or interest? Is it the best
time to deal with the matter? 
The better your scope is defined and fitted, the better your
chances are to succeed: but I recognize that it is easier
said than done…

J.-P.S: The above-mentioned GNC Conference is being
organised with a close co-operation with the GNC Group
of the AIAA (American Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics), are you in favour of that?
P.B.: Not only am I in favour of it, but I strongly encourage
the European Conference organisers to establish close
links with AIAA. A Memorandum of Understanding exists
between AIAA and CEAS, let’s make use of it, let’s open
our windows! This in turn will help Europe better balance
its presence and image with AIAA. And I’m sure our
American colleagues will benefit from it too. 

J.-P.S.: As regards the CEAS Strategy and Public Policy
Conferences, it is not easy to focus on one single specific
topic because when talking about policy, it is unavoidable
to cover a wide domain of issues? How to proceed to suc-
cessfully manage such events?
P.B.: This is a difficult question: success or failure is built-
in as early as the initial conception of the conference. Since
CEAS still is at the beginning of its operational life, I would
recommend that we undertake this programme of
Conferences by choosing specific and limited subjects.
One example I have in mind is:

“Aerospace Education and Training in Europe”. 
The high interest of the subject is unquestionable, the
players are perfectly identified:  academia, industry, the
European Commission. And what is more important than
youth to prepare for the future?

J.-P.S.: The Belgian von Karman Fluid Mechanics Institute
and the Romanian Aerospace Association are candidates
for member admission at the upcoming CEAS Board

Meeting on the 31st of March as Associate Members.
Could you comment on that?
P.B.: Firstly, and subject to a favourabIe vote (but I bet it will
be), I will be delighted to welcome these two new associa-
tions, and we shall do our best to give a good response to
their expectations.
Secondly, I observe that starting from 8 in 2005, CEAS now
counts 16 members, which obviously demonstrates that it
corresponds to a need or at least a desire and that the
Officers of the Board are working in the right direction. 
Thirdly, it is my intention to support the continuation of this
growth, although it must not go too fast.  While in actual fact
we follow the general line of development of the European
Union, we are bringing additional wealth to it by bringing so
many varied organisations into a joint effort: big and smal-
ler associations will work together, more recently born asso-
ciations will join the oldest and most prestigious ones
(RAeS has been in existence for 145 years while we will be
celebrating the 100th anniversary of DGLR next year!) in an
unprecedented move for our aerospace societies.

J.-P.S.:  Have you already assigned yourself some top
priorities?
P.B.: Yes I have: (1) more precisely define how to work with
the Member Societies, possibly with some brainstorming
of a working group; (2) by the end of this year propose to
the Board of Trustees any necessary adaptation of our
organisation; (3) if the Board of Trustees agrees, undertake
the preparation of a Conference dedicated to the
“Aerospace Education and Training in Europe”. 
No need to say, these initiatives will be undertaken in a spirit
of “improvement and continuity”: there is no need to break
anything, but we must make good use of all lessons learnt. 
As a final word, let me again say how much I am indebted
to Dr Szodruch, his predecessors and all the persons who
led the way. To them all I want to reiterate my thanks and
my congratulations. 

PIERRE BESCOND
Mr Pierre Bescond graduated from Ecole Polytechnique
(X63), Supaero, Ecole de l’Air and IHEDN. Ingénieur
général de l'Armement, he currently acts as a senior
expert in space, quality, defence, security, and interna-
tional relations for various organizations and boards of
directors. After 10 years in France and in the UK wor-
king on the aircraft and missiles national and internatio-
nal French Defence Ministry programmes he devoted
his time to space activities where he held high level res-
ponsibility government positions such as Managing
Director of the Guiana Space Center at the time of the
Ariane launcher qualification, Director of Programmes in
the French Space Agency (CNES), chairman of the
European Space Agency (ESA) Joint Communications
Board, and Advisor on space, defence and security
issues for the French Minister in charge of Space. He
also led space private ventures as President of Spot
Image Corporation in the USA and of other commercial
subsidiaries of CNES.




